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Leader of the 1953 Florida Library Association annual 
ion program, Dr. Patrick will address the mem- 
ship at 2:30, Thursday afternoon, April 9, and partici- 
in a discussion of his subject matter at a session to 
held at 8 p.m. that evening. 
Weiter, scholar, historian, understanding and consist- 
supporter of all phases of library service, he has 
an active member of the Florida State Library Board 
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since 1950. He isthe ovthor of Florida Under Five Flags, 
The Opinions of the Confederate Attorneys General, 
Jefferson Davis and His Cabinet, and will publish in May 
his new book, Florida Fiasco, a study of border 
conflicts in 1810. He is head of the Department 
of History at the University of Florida, and in 


frequent demand as a speaker, both within and without 
the state. 
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The President's Message 


This, my last message as your 
President, I feel should be an 
annual progress report. Yet it is 
very difficult as this issue goes 
to press to summarize accom- 
plishments for the year. So 
much is still pending! The 
library legislation, needed 
constitutional changes, the 
annual convention and the 
success of all of these de- 
pends upon our continued 
cooperation and effort. From 
experience I am certain we need not worry about either 
the wholehearted cooperation or unselfish effort of each 
member of F.L.A. but sometimes even the “best laid 
plans of mice and men’’. . . So let’s not get lax! 

Seriously, we’ve still alot of work todo before we can 
rest on our laurels. Zella Adams and I have travelled 
many miles through the state in the last few months and 
are aware of the fine things being done in the library 
field. We are, also, conscious of the need for library 
promotion in many areas. 

Many plans are underway for extension in all types 
of libraries and I am encouraged to see the progress being 
made. 

It seems to me that unity of all available library 


service is being developed. I see definite signs that we 
are all conscious of the unity of purpose of all librarians— 
a well informed populace from cradle to rocking chair 
stage of life. 

This has been in many ways a year of transition for 
F.L.A. We have been faced many times with unusual cir- 
cumstances — at all times each member has been un- 
stinting in his effort to do more than his share in help- 
ing to keep F.L.A. a progressive organization and one 
of which we can be professionally proud. Again, thanks! 

Our F.L.A. publication has been one of our out 
standing achievements. It is a cooperative product and 
one which has a value to each of us. The sharing of 
ideas, news of members, and articles of professional 
interest are a tremendous help in promoting a feeling of 
unity among us. It is also a publication which is a cre- 
dit to us in National Library groups. 

As I may not see all of you at the convention in 
Sarasota, let me say again — Thanks for the confidence 
you placed in me by electing me your President. I great- 
ly appreciate the honor. Although the Executive Board 
may not at all times have pleased each of you | assure 
you we always represented you and your interests to the 
best of our abilities in any given situation. | congratu- 
late you on your choice of the incoming president, Dr. 
Louis Shores. I am convinced that he will be an out 
standing leader for F.L.A. Best wishes to each of you! 





THE DYNAMICS OF AN 11-POINT PLAN 
FOR FLORIDA LIBRARY PROGRESS 


Any legislative year is a year of 
decision. The year 1953 is especially 
so for libraries. Some time within the 
sixty days between April 1 and May 
31 the Florida state legislature will 
approve or disapprove the library 
legislation before it. If it disapproves, 
either by vote or by neglect, it will 
be up to the Florida Library Associa 
tion, and all of the other agencies 
and individuals who want better li- 
brary service in Florida to repeat 
Their efforts during the next biennium. 
If the Legislature approves then the 
same agencies and individuals must 
be prepared for the next steps. 

What should these next steps be? 
Should they be what they have been 
in other states? In California, or 
New York, or Louisiana or North 
Carolina, just to name a few states 
March, 1953 


Sy Louis Shores 


Dean of the School of Library 
Training and Service... . 
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 


Dr. Shores, our president-elect, was 
honored by the Library Association of 
the United Kingdom when he delivered 
the 75th annual lecture at Bournemouth, 
England, in 1952. A condensed version 
of this address appears in the January 
15, 1953 issue of LIBRARY JOURNAL. 
He is also the author of an article on 
British Libraries which appears in the 
January ALA BULLETIN. He now pre- 
sents a brilliant analysis of Library 
service in Florida with a dynamic and 
creative program to improve it. His energy 
and insight should give us all encourage- 
ment. His eleven point program for the 
future of Florida Librarianship can be 
the rock on which we build enduring 
library progress. 


in which considerable library progress 
has been acknowledged? Obviously, 
we in Florida cannot afford to ignore 
experiences in any one of the other 
47 states. We must study the failures 
and successes, the features and de- 
fects, the tactics and strategy where 
ever they occurred. But in the end 
we must come up with our own plan, 
“‘bespoke”’ as our British friends 
would say, for our own individual 
situation, a Florida Plan if you 
please. 

Now this will not be easy to do. 
Florida is a state of people from 
many states. It will be perfectly 
human for each of us to say in turn 
“this isthe way we did it in Alabama, 
Ohio, Vermont, and it worked and 
we should do it that way here.’’ 
And it will be perfectly professional 
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for each of us to say that’s all right 
for a school library, but not for a 
public or college library. And cer 
tainly no one is going to disagree 
that what might fit in Dade County 
is perfectly unfit in Liberty County. 
These differences do exist, they are 
healthy, and no state-wide plan can 
hope to succeed unless it offers a 
framework for individual and local 
initiative, for professional variations, 
and for other-state comparisons. 
The principal points to make at this 
stage of the critical year is that a 
plan is needed, that the plan should 
come from all of us in the state who 
are practicing in the profession of 
librarianship, and that once the plan 
is agreed upon it should receive our 
unified support. To that end the 
Florida Library Association has 
appointed a Planning Committee. 
I happen to be its chairman. It is 
probably, therefore, my responsibility 
to begin the discus- 
sion. As long as all 
of the F.L.A. mem- 
bership remember 
this is only the be- 
ginning of the de- 
bate on a plan for 


library develop- 
ment in Florida your 
chairman is willing 
to place his neck 


on the block. At 
the Sarasota Con- 
ference you will 
hear from Dr. Patrick 
of the State Library 
Board, and then in 
turn from as many 
others as have a 
contribution. Your 
Planning Committee - 
will listen attentive 
ly, take notes, and 
endeavor to carry 
out democratically 
the wishes of the 


Association. 


An Eleven-Point 
Plan 


The Eleven-Point 
Plan your chairman 
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submits for consideration begins 
with the passage of the legislation 
and the appropriation now before the 
State Legislature. It provides con- 
tinuity with what has gone before 
in the activities of the Association 
on behalf of library improvement. In 
brief review, it accepts the composite 
Florida library picture painted by 
the FLA state-wide survey of 1947, 
the several county surveys made by 
the Action Committee, as well as its 
studies and deliberations in connec- 
tion with the previous biennium 
legislative efforts. It aims to enlist 
all of the professional interest in the 
state, every type of library and a 
great variety of other agency and 
citizen effort. Some of its objectives 
may appear a little in advance of 
present day development. In that case 
the Association may set up a sequence 
of priorities, provided it doesn’t for- 
get the popular observation “How can 


PRESIDENCIES BECOME THEM 


Left to right are Dr. Louis Shores, outgoing, and Mrs. Dorothy Crosland, 
incoming presidents of SELA, pictured in Atlanta, November, 1952. Dr. 
Shores takes up the presidency of the Florida Library Association in 


dreams come true if ‘one doesn’t 
dream.”’ 


Point One: Free Public Library 
Service for All of Florida's People 


1953 legislation and appropriation 
should create at least six county 
library services where none now 
exist during the next biennium. The 
F.L.A. should actively support the 
State Library’s Extension Director 
in encouraging at least three counties 
to qualify for state aid before October 
1, 1953, and three more before Octo- 
ber 1, 1954. The F.L.A. Legislative 
Committee should continue its close 
cooperation with the State Library 
for additional state aid appropriations 
to the State Library to be used to 
encourage twelve new county librar 
ies during the following biennium 
and to establish at least one regional 
library under the State Library to 
serve regions too sparsely settled 

to support county 
library service. 


Point Two: 
School Library 
Service for All of 
Florida's Children. 


The F. L. A. 
through its School 
Library Section and 
in cooperation with 
the F.E.A. Library 
and Audio-Visual 
sections should 
actively support 
the State Depart- 
ment of Education 
and its Library 
Consultant in devel- 
oping a full materi- 
als program for the 
schools of Florida 
and in promoting li- 
braries for the ele- 
mentary schools, 
Special attention 
should be given 
to liaison with the 
two F.E.A. sections 
and with the Florida 
Association of 


School Librarians 
(Continued on page 17) 


Wake Reeserwations NOW! Sarasota April 9,10, 11 
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Special Reference Section 


Librarians! Reference Librarians 
and those who answer reference 
questions. 

Do you want to continue the Refer- 
ence Roundtable in Florida Libraries? 

At a breakfast attended by seventy- 
four interested librarians at the Florida 
State Library Association convention 
at Miami in 1952, a committee of three 
was formed to petition the Executive 
Board for approval to form a Reference 
Roundtable. This petition composed 
by Miss Anne Singleton, then Librar- 
ian of the Orlando Public Library and 
Miss Zella Adams, then Librarian of 
the West Palm Beach Library was 
unanimously passed at a General 
meeting. At the breakfast, Mrs. Helga 
H. Eason, then Head of the Reference 
Department of the Miami Public Library 
was elected chairman, and empowered 
to name a secretary in the area. Mrs. 
Inez Sondahl, Reference Librarian of 
the Miami Beach Public Library ac- 
cepted this appointment. 

Because of the enthusiasm shown 
by the librarians at the breakfast, 
Mrs. Barbara W. Larkin, editor of 
Florida Libraries suggested that the 
Roundtable could use several pages 
in which to present practical ideas 
for the help of all working Reference 
Librarians which means most librar 
ians in all libraries. 

Mrs. Eason and Mrs. Sondahl have 
sent out postals to librarians in the 
state in order to include as many 
people as possible in each issue. 

During the year, Mrs. Eason was 
named head of the newly organized 
Adult Education Department, in the 
Miami Public Library but she, at Mrs. 
Larkin’s suggestion, continued to 
gather material for the pages. 

If Reference Librarians feel that 
the pages of practical advice are 
worth- while, they should express this 
feeling at Sarasota at the Reference 


Roundtable Breakfast. 


Dear Reference Librarians: 


Thank you for your cooperation in 
inaugurating the Reference Roundtable 
Page in Florida Libraries. 1 have 
enjoyed working with all of you on 
this experiment. This kind of project 
takes a great deal of work on every- 
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one’s part, patience, imagination and 
persistance. 

I hope that Mrs. Sondahl, all of our 
correspondents and I have laid a good 
base for a Roundtable which will be 
of more and more practical help in 
the future to all librarians with small, 
large or practically’ nil budgets. 

I will be unable to attend the Con- 
vention at Sarasota, because in my 
present job (I am no longer Head of 
the Reference Department) as Head 
of our new Adult Education Depart- 
ment I have an auditorium program 
Thursday night. However, Miss Mabel 
Rust, of our Reference Department, 
will take charge of a Reference 
Roundtable Breakfast. 

If I can do anything in the future 
to help in this project just ask; you 
can depend on my help. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs. Helga H. Eason 
Librarian, Adult 
Education 


Sometimes, Reference Librarians 


think that theirs is the least appre- 
ciated of all departments. Most 


people think of taking books in Chil- 
dren’s or Adult Departments, of read- 
ing newspapers and magazines, of 
displays of all library materials. 

However, Miami Public Library’s 
Reference Librarians know that their 
work is known and appreciated. 

Let’s Look it up, a radio program 
on WIOD, one of Miami’s largest radio 
stations, is sponsored at the stations 
request, by the Miami Public Library. 
The program consists of requests for 
questions from the listening audience 
which the library’s reference depart- 
ment will answer, between three sec- 
tions of the program — the sections 
are (1) Questions sent in by the 
audience answered by Dr. Frank B. 
Sessa, Director of the Miami Public 
Library and Mrs. Edna Savoya, lst 
Assistant in the Reference Division 
of the Public Services Department, 
(2) Thumbnail sketch of a Miami 
notables such as the Mayor, Dr. David 
Fairchild, Senator George Smathers 
(in answer to a request), Dr. John 
Oliver La Gorce of the National 
Geographic Magazine, written and 
given by Mrs. Helga H. Eason, Head 
of the Adult Education Department, 


(3) Library activities by Mrs. Eason. 
This includes story hours, music pro- 
grams, auditorium programs, outstand- 
ing displays and exhibits. 

The Announcer is Robert Massey, 
who has done everything to make the 
program run smoothly. Scott Bishop, 
program director of Station WIOD first 
sugg2sted the Station’s cooperation 
with the Library in this public service 
feature. 


MAKE A “LITTLE DO ALOT” 
IN REFERENCE 


by Edna S. Savoya, 
Reference Division 


Miami Public Library 


These days of high cost, limited 
budgets and economy-minded tax- 
paying citizens find the poor (literal- 
ly and figuratively) public librarian 
trying to give increased services on 
a budget which just can’t stretch any 
farther. It’s a question of making 
what one already has do the impos 
sible. 

When book selection for reference 
is under consideration, the increased 
costs of materials really hits the 
librarian between the eyes and raises 
the question, “Will it pay for itself 
in return?’’. Many times a new title 
of fiction, biography or travel, all of 
which will help swell those circule- 
tion figures (which count so much in 
annual reports) pushes aside that 
reference book which may be neces- 
sary but expensive. 

Last year American Library Asso- 
ciation published the reference librar- 
ian’s major aid in A GUIDE TO 
REFERENCE BOOKS by Constance 
M. Winchell. This is a must in all 
libraries, large and small, in order to 
do intelligent reference buying. 

Once a basic collection is started 
there are many inexpensive titles, 
especially annuals, which will help 
keep the smaller reference library 

ate. Of course, the indispen- 

sable World Almanac, which one 
librarian claimed was all she needed 
if she had a good dictionary to satis- 
fy her reference needs, is taken for 
(Continued on page 31) 
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Is library instruction necessary at 
the college level? Who should teach 
it — the English department or the 
library staff? How much time should 
be devoted to it? How much material 
should be covered? 

These questions seem to be the 
one constant factor in library in- 
struction. Considering the unanimous 
affirmative to the first question — that 
it is needed; it seems we should pool 
our resources and try to answer the 
other questions. 

It is important that every possible 
step be taken to bring the consumer 
of knowledge closer to the source. 
The library has long enjoyed the 
number one position as an education- 
al tool. But the latest labor saving 
device on the market is no good to 
you, unless you know how to use it; 
and many of our students have no 
idea how to use their library effi- 
ciently. Teaching students to use 
the resources of the library is more 
important than cataloging more books 
students can’t find; more important 
than all the records ever recorded. 

In an average group of 25 freshmen 
from 3 to 5 have had an inadequate 
smattering of library instruction; 1 or 
2know about the Readers’ Guide; and, 
of course, they have no idea of the 
numerous types of reference books. 

The library has become a very com- 
plex and specialized tool, and if it is 
to maintain its position as “‘the cen- 
ter or the heart of the school,”’ as 
the phrases go, we must teach people 
how to use it. Perhaps, we need to 
sell library instruction to the adminis- 
tration, and convince them that it 
should be included in the budget, if 
they want to earn the highest rate 
of interest on their investment. 

We seem to be agreed that we 
need to do more for our students by 
way of teaching them how to use the 
library. Possibly, by consolidating 
our ideas and experiences, we can 
enrich our instruction programs. Here 
are some of the ways our Florida 
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colleges and universities are meet- 
ing this recognized need. 


FLORIDA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
L. Griffin Copeland, 


Librarian 

Although this is my first year as a 
librarian, I have seen a definite need 
for a good program of library instruc- 
tion in the Junior College. An ade- 
quate program of library instruction 
has not yet been met at Florida 
Christian. I am working on a program 
which I hope will meet the needs of 
this college, and perhaps be useful 
to others when completed. 

Our present program started the 
first week of the first semester when 
all freshmen were taken on a tour of 
the library in groups of 2). The 
points I discussed were: the divisions 
of the library, card catalog, charging 
system, arrangement of books, the 
major reference works, the make-up 
and care of books. Since each group 
of students had only one hour for 
this lecture, I could touch only the 
high spots. 

In the second week of school I 
gave a lecture in the assembly to 
the entire student body on the use 
of the library. The purpose of this 
lecture was to acquaint all students, 
especially transfer students, with 
our library routine. The points ex- 
plained included the card catalog, 
the single record charging system, 
and the general library policy. 

In the second semester, when the 
freshmen are learning to write term 
papers in English class, our program 
calls for a few lectures in collabora- 
tion with the English department on 
the use of the library in preparing 
term papers. 

The results of this program were 
encouraging. Many students made 
personal remarks to me about the 
value they had received from these 
short lectures. To me the greatest 
result was that the program showed 


a definite need for more detailed 
instructions in the use of the library. 


UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 
Archie L. McNeal, 


Director of Libraries 


Orientation courses, offered each 
semester at the University of Miami, 
are required of all freshmen and carry 
1 semester hour credit. In coopera 
tion with the offices of the Dean of 
Men and Dean of Women, the Assistant 
Circulation librarian presents that 
portion of the course relating to the 
University Library. Through the use 
of lectures, slides, problems, and an 
examination he attempts to familiarize 
the new student with the library and 
its resources, 

A total of four class sessions is 
devoted to this unit. Numerous sec- 
tions with normal size classes make 
for a more effective teaching situa- 
tion. The library unit is staggered 
throughout the semester in different 
sections, but is taught consecutively 
to each section once begun. Foreign 
students receive special attention in 
a separate orientation program. (I 
liked the “‘Guide to the University 
of Miami Library’? apparently used 
in connection with the Orientation 
course. It is notebook size, illus 
trated, brief and readable with good 
headlines.) 

In addition to this instruction, the 
Circulation Librarian and the Refer 
ence Librarian each meet with differ 
ent classes in the Schools of Educa 
tion, Business, and Liberal Arts at 
the request of the instructor to pro- 
vide guidance at the upper levels. 
Legal Bibliography is a required 
course in the School of Law. 


While the above outline represents 
our current practice at the University 
of Miami, we are not yet satisfied 
with the results. Ideally, instruction 
is most effective when it meets a 
recognized need. If it were possible, 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Half a Century of Dreaming 


AND FORT MYERS HAS A NEW LIBRARY 


A dream which lasted for almost 
half a century was realized when 
the Fort Myers Public Library moved 
into its beautiful new building in 
March 1952. 

It all began back in 1904, when the 
Fort Myers Women’s Club subscribed 
to a few magazines and opened a 
reading room, with hours from two to 
five in the afternoon. 

A small collection of books was 
gradually added, and these increased 
through gifts and small bequests, 
until, by 1927 the collection had 
grown to 5,000 volumes. It was in 
this year that Fort Myers Public 
Library became an actuality, when 
the city took over the financial re- 
sponsibility for the project, furnished 
a building on the river, and employed 
atrained librarian, Mrs. Laura Gephart. 

In 1939, the library was moved to 
a building on First Street, and there, 
with Miss Etta Slaughter succeeding 
Mrs. Gephart, it remained for thirteen 
years. The quarters were crowded 
and quite unsuit- 
able, the number of 
volumes increased, 
while the shelf room 
actually decreased. 


Although 
citizens were 
neither conscious 
of, nor even com- 
pletely sympathetic 
with the library’s 
predicament, there 
were many others 
who worked with the 
Library Board in 
searching for ways 
and means for pro- 
viding the library 
with adequate hous- 
ing. Mrs. Thomas 


many 


by 
Doris F. Carver, 
Librarian 

A. Edison, who, with her famous 
husband had long been winter resi- 
dents, went so far as to have plans 
drawn for a library building which 
would be a memorial to Mr. Edison. 
But as war intervened, and building 
materials became restricted, this plan, 
like so many others, had to be aban- 
doned. 

Finally, when the Florida Power 
and Light Company renewed its fran- 
chise in 1949, the income from the 
franchise was ear-marked for a new 
library; plans were drawn, the con- 
tract let, and building begun on a lot 
owned by the city. 


The new Fort Myers Public Library 
is a concrete two story building, with 
an exterior finish of stucco and at- 
tractive polished Florida Keystone 
paneling. It is designed to fit into 
the Florida landscape, with floor to 


ceiling glass jalousied and aluminum 
awning windows to let in light, and 
catch the breezes from the Caloosa- 
hatchee River. It is situated in the 
“‘play-time”’ area of the city which 
overlooks the yacht basin, among 
Coconut and Royal palms and other 
tropical plantings. But it is also 
conveniently located for the busy 
working people, as it is just one 
block from the busiest commercial 
section. 

The large main reading room and 
stack room is equipped with the latest 
in blond birchwood Library Bureau 
furniture, and the children’s room, 
is also equipped with blond birchwood, 
built for the small fry. There are 
peeled cane chairs and tables ar- 
ranged in informal conversational 
groups on the screened reading porch, 
and tropical rattan furniture makes a 
colorful lounge section in oné corner 
of the main room. 


The delightful Walt Disney cartoon 
murals which decorate the walls of 
the children’s room 
were painted by a 
talented Library 
Board member, Mrs. 
James Hill. These 
colors harmonize 
with the pastel 
shades of peach and 
green which were 
used throughout 
the building. 


There is also an 
office, work room, 
janitor’s room, and 
two rest rooms on 
the first floor, and 
a large balcony and 
storage room on the 


FORT MYER'S NEW PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDING IS DESIGNED TO 
HARMONIZE WITH THE FLORIDA LANDSCAPE. 
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No one knows the trouble we’ve 
seen... unless they’ve had a con- 
vention on their hands! However, 
we Suppose like most things it’ll 
come out in the wash, and, we hope, 
all that will be remembered will be 
the pleasant things of life for Florida 
Librarians come April 9, 10 and 11th. 

First off, let’s state that Sarasota 
is pleased and delighted to have you. 
Next, there will be two hotels and 
not one as headquarters. The Orange 
Blossom just didn’t have room enough 
to house us all and the exhibits too, 
so we’ve sorta divided things up. 
The Mira-Mar will have the general 
meetings, exhibits and registration, 
while the Orange Blossom will take 
care of section meetings, special 
breakfasts, luncheons or what have 
you. FLORIDA LIBRARIES will 
have a suite there with exhibits and 
open house, one of the big exhibitors 
will make with hospitality at the 
Orange Blossom, while others will 
hold forth at the Mira-Mar. Don’t 
worry about getting from one to the 
other as they’re less than a block 
apart and within easy running distance 
if necessary. 

Understand that Friday’s free time 
(p.m. unscheduled) is causing some 
worry. . . don’t know why as we 
never have had any free time to de- 
vote to anything at other meetings 
and don’t see why you shouldn’t have 
time to do what you want. Have a 
feeling that this time will be well 
taken care of by section, special 
meetings (i.e., cataloger’s, reference, 
and all the other groups that want to 
get together), seeing and talking to 
old and new friends, and if there’s 
an idle hour or so, try shopping, the 
Museum, Jungle Gardens, (sorry the 
Circus is out as it’s gone to Madison 
Square Garden(, or if it’s a beach 
you haven’t seen in a long time try 
Lido (lockers free upon presentation 
of badge), golf at reduced green’s 
fees at Bobby Jones for convention- 
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Betty Service, Editor 


ites. Incidentally, if you’re beach- 
minded you won’t even have to go 
back to the hotel to dress, for Friday 
nite’s soiree is to be at Lido and it’s 
informal or whatever you want to 
make it. (Whatever the gals do, 
white-tie-and-tails is out, boys). 

No doubt you’re interested in what 
all this is going to cost you (public 
librarians especially are so money- 
conscious) so here’s for hotel rates. 
At the Mira-Mar they run all the way 
from a single, with bath, at $3.50 to 
doubles at $9.00. Just depends on 
what accommodations you want, so 
would suggest you write and get your 
own rate, pronto. Orange Blossom has 
given a rate of $4.00 — $7.00. The 
Colonial Inn which is just across 
from the Orange Blossom has rates 
beginning at $3.50 for a single, with 
bath, to $8.00 for a room with two 
double-beds and bath, which will 
house 3 or 4 persons. There are of 
course other accommodations as you 
saw from the hotel bulletin sent you 
by the Chamber of Commerce. Beach 
hotels come higher, but if you want 
to spend the weekend a-sunning and 
relaxing it’s worth investigating. 
After all, you don’t get to Sarasota 
every day in the week. 

Barbara has covered the program 
elsewhere in this issue so there’s 
no point in repeating, except that 
we’re looking forward to a big time. 

Bits from here and there... . 

Up in Orlando we read that they’d 
like, in fact “‘need’’ air-conditioning 
in the library. Gosh, who doesn’t in 
Florida, in the summer, and we cer- 
tainly wish the best for Orlando, 
when they meet with the City Com 
missioners to make their plea. Sara- 
sota didn’t do so well, since in a 
recent over-all bond issue, the Library 
was struck out on three counts: 
1. a much needed addition: 2. air 
conditioning: 3. a bookmobile. We’re 
lucky if we get our lawn cut. Let’s 
hope we don’t have a heat-wave come 


April and the 1953 FLA. meet. 

They’ve a new Bookmobile Librar- 
ian in Orlando as of October 1. She’s 
Miss Eileen Brookhart and was former- 
ly librarian at the Regional Library in 
Martin, Tennessee, which is a Branch 
of the University of Tennessee. We’ll 
be looking forward to greeting her at 
FLA. if we can’t wangle a trip to 
Orlando before then. 

Speaking of trips, one of the best 
ways to get places and see things 
in the state is to accept those ap- 
pointments on committees. . . your 
Board of City commission is usually 
very ready to give leave and an ex- 
pense account when you’re chosen, 
and even though it usually means 
work into the wee small hours, you 
can, if you’re cagy, manage a few 
“‘free’’ hours for a busman’s holiday 
visiting libraries and going on book- 
mobile trips and such. 

Good news from Orlando: The city 
commission granted the library an 
appropriation of $80,000, which is an— 
increase of $7,000 over last year. 
Clara Wendel probably was disappoint- 
ed... we never saw a librarian yet 
who either got all the money she 
could use, or all she asked for, but 
steady if small increases show that 
city fathers are beginning to realize — 
and appreciate the importance of “7 
library to the community. Down in 
Sarasota they, too, received an in- 
increase. . . percentage wise, more : 
than Orlando, but still not enough to 
employ a badly needed “extra” for 
the staff. Fortunately no librarian 
gives up hope, and each year finds 
them ready to do battle again with 
budget commissions. 


Ideas from Orlando’s Library Notes 
published by Friends of the Library. 
Testimonial bulletin board ‘‘How the 
Library has Served Me.”’ Better than 
letters to the editor which too often 
are derogatory. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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This is an invitation to share. 
The Library of the General Extension 
Division of Florida will again lend 
#0 children’s books, from May 1 to 
September 1, to any Public Library 
in the state which needs supplemen- 
tary vacation materials badly enough 
to request them and to assume trans- 
portation charges. This has been a 
| continuing offer for several years, 
and thousands of such books have 
gone out to Public Libraries in the 
state. Some borrowers have even 
come back for a second helping during 
‘the same summer; a second 20)0-book 
collection is offered for the omnivorous 
readers, as long as the supply lasts. 
These books are chosen from the 
Wilson Children’s Catalogue or other 
standard lists. Some, not all, are new 
and shiny. The reading level ranges 
from pre-school through twelfth grade. 
Librarians may indicate preferences 
in subject field, grade level, or even 
titles, and these will be complied 
with as far as possible. Otherwise, 
a general collection will be sent. 
In addition to children’s books, the 


General Extension Division 


Offers Summer Materials 


Extension Library offers some books 
for adults in the fields of American 
and English literature, — the novel, 
drama and poetry. Authors such as 
Herman Melville, Maxwell Anderson, 
John Galsworthy and Thomas Hardy 
are represented. There is a small 
Florida collection including Douglas, 
Granberry, Hanna, Rawlings, Wilder, 
and others. 

For the Public Library with a sum 
mer hobby program, the Extension 
Library offers handbooks on such 
hobbies as boating, carving, collect- 
ing, crafts in felt, leather and wood, 
growing flowers, raising animals, and 
photography. There are flat pictures, 
posters, and maps which might dress 
up a display to entice readers to 
delve into their special interests. 

There are foreign language record- 
ings for libraries with industrious or 
travel-minded patrons, and musical 
records, leaning toward the classical, 
for those whose patrons will only lie 
in a chaise longue on the terrace 
while the fountain splashes and the 
record plays. 


Vacation time may also be vocation 
time, when public library patrons are 
choosing or changing to the work that 
needs them and that they need to do. 
The Extension Library offers help 
here, too. A service has been set up 
to aid high school students and others 
in finding out how to equip them 
selves for suitable vocations. A col- 
lection of occupational information 
for both the counselor and the student 
is being expanded continually, as new 
materials become available. There are 
brochures on selecting careers for 
men and women in many areas of 
civilain life as well as the various 
branches of the military service. 
The subject matter is up-to-date and 
objectively written so that one may 
rely upon the facts presented. 


On all these services of the General 
Extension Division, the only cost is 
transportation and replacement of 
lost materials. 


Investigate! Write to the Library of 
the General Extension Division, 
Gainesville, Florida. 





Two very special talents are illustrated here. Young Christopher Noon, son of ovr own Paul and 
Grace Noon of Jacksonville took to modelling interest-in-books with a flair that caught the im- 
mediate attention of a national advertiser in the library field. The Noons have been asked more 
than once does Christopher go with a set of Childcraft. Mr. George Dewey Mathis, Sr., of the 
Miami Public Library has played Santa Claus in the Allapattah section of the city for the past 
several years. He gets into the role so thoroughly that last Christmas Mrs. Frances G. Parsons, 
former head of Miami's public library failed to recognize him as anything othér than the saint in 
person. Mr. Mathis also convinced Kay Warren of the Adult Education Department. ‘‘I didn't 
know it was Mr. Mathis until he told me next day. All | knew he was a ‘real’ Santa Claus.’ We 
sort of thought Christopher would enjoy getting so close to Santa Claus this early in the season! 
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eR 1353 Conventior 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8th, 8 p.m. 
Meeting of Executive Board, Orange Blossom Hotel 
THURSDAY, APRIL 9th 


10:00 a.m. Registration begins, Mira Mar Hotel, continues all 
day. Registration fee of $1.00 to be used toward con 
vention expenses will be charged. 


CHARTING FLORIDA’S LIBRARIES. First part of a 
general consideration of the whole state of library 
service in the form of an address by DR. REMBERT W, 
PATRICK to the entire convention. The Mira Mar. 


Social hour. Delegates, exhibitors and guests of the 
convention are invited tohave tea at the Orange Blossom 
as guests of the Florida Library Association. 


SETTING OUR COURSE. Second part of the study of 
our state’s libraries. Mira Mar. 
Alice Pearce, presiding 
Winston Henderson, moderator 
Above is the Orange Blossom, one Rembert Patrick 


of our two co-headquarter hotels. The The Audience 

F.L.A. hospitality suite, Thursday ; 

afternoon tea, and Florida Libraries FRIDAY, APRIL 10th 

eee sr ne wean Bere, Solow 8:15 a.m. CHILDRENS’ BOOKS IN REVIEW, Agnes Gregory 
is Serasota’s public library, and to Mira Mar 

its right is the courtyard of the 


beautiful Ringling Museum of Art. 
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10:00 a.m. General Meeting, Mira Mar 
Alice Pearce, presiding 
Reports of officers & Committees 


11:15 a.m. Section Business Meetings, places to be announced. 


1:00 p.m. Reference Librarian’s Luncheon, Orange Blossom. 
$1.65 to include tip and tax. 


2:30 p.m. Asolo Theatre, Ringling Art Museum. Special film show- 
ing of Carnival in Flanders, or Marriage of Figaro. 
FLA members to be guests. 


6:00 p.m. Smorgasbord dinner. Service to continue until 8:00. 
Price $2.50 to include tip and tax. Informal entertain- 
ment to be announced. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 11th 
8:00 a.m. Cataloger’s Breakfast. Mira Mar Patio. 


9:30 am. ADULT BOOKS IN REVIEW, Verna B. Ballentine. Mira 
Mar. 


10:30 a.m. General Session. Mira Mar. Election of Officers. 
Public Relations for Libraries, an informal address by 
Kerl Bickel, former President United Press Associa 
tion’ and member of State Park Board 
Adjournment 


Above is a scene from Sarasota's 
famed jungle gardens. Below is the 
Lido Beach and C. sino on the Gulf 
of Mexico where our Friday night 
Smorgasborg dinner will be held. 
To its left is the Mira Mar, co-head- 
quarters hotel where the exhibits, 
registration, and general meetings 


will be held. 
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Your reporter did not attend the 
Library Conference at Florida State 
University, but in order to get this 
report, threw herself at the mercy of 
Page Borden. Page is Librarian of Lee 
High School Library in Jacksonville 
and along with several other school 
librarians attended this meeting in 
Tallahassee. She didn’t know that the 
detailed notes she was taking on the 
back of envelopes, programs, etc., 
would be used for any other than her 
own pleasure. But when your reporter 
asked her for a report, she willingly 
and graciously interpreted the notes — 
and thus — this report. Included in 
the report are also minutes from the 
business meeting sent by the corre- 
sponding secretary, Lucille Cotten. 

The trophy room of the beautiful 
new student center at Florida State 
University was the meeting place of 
over one hundred school librarians 
Friday and Saturday, January 30 and 
31, 1953. Dr. Doak Campbell, Presi- 
dent of the University, in his welcom- 
ing address, stressed the importance 
of libraries, and told of the complete 
and outstanding collections of materi- 
als in special fields in the library at 
Florida State University. He empha- 
sized the importance of an adequate 
budget for library housing and for 
the purchase of these necessary mate- 
rials. Speaking of libraries as former 
step children, he explained that the 
School of Library Training and Service 
had now been brought to the main 
campus and would next have better 
housing facilities. 

The School Library Conference was 
sponsored by the Florida State Depart- 
ment of Education and Florida State 
University. The theme for the con- 
ference was NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICE. Mrs. 
Sara K. Srygley, Assistant Professor 
of the Florida State University Library 
School was the presiding officer of 
the morning session. After the wel- 
come address of Dr. Campbell, Dr. 
Louis Shores, Dean of the Florida 
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Sue Begley, Editor 


State University Library School, 
introduced the special guests who 
included Miss Zella Adams from the 
public library field. Miss Adams is 
the Public Library Consultant for 
Florida. 

The plans for the conference were 
presented by Mrs. Alice Pearce, Con- 
sultant for Instructional materials for 
the State Department of Education . 
The morning program was a panel 
discussion of “Problems and Needs 
of Florida School Libraries.”” The 
chairman of the panel was Mrs. Margaret 
Sewell, librarian of Mirror Lake Junior 
High School in St. Petersburg. The 
members of the panel were — Miss 
Sara Bell, Supervisor of Instructional 
materials in Bay County and Panama 
City, Miss Phebe Sudlow —Librarian 
of the Hialiah Elementary School, 
Mr. Francis Randle — Librarian of 
Marianna High School, Mrs. Catheryn 
McDonald — Librarian of the Hardee 
County High School in Wauchula, Miss 
Elaine Woodard — Librarian of Andrew 
Jackson High School in Jacksonville, 
and Mr. Edgar Lane — Supervisor of 
Materials Distribution in Dade County 
and Miami. 


<=, «SCHOOL & CHILDREN’S _LIBRARIES 


The discussion was most interesting 
and some of the main needs which 
were mentioned and discussed by the 
members were — (a) More effective 
and correlated teaching of the use 
of the library from the elementary 
grades through high school, (b) A 
monthly meeting of librarians within 
the county to share experiences, 
(c) Problems of itinerant librarians 
and the advantages of having them, 
(d) Amendment number one provides 
200 million dollars to be spent for 
schools. What are we librarians going 
to do to make known the need for 
space and the intelligent planning of 
this space?,(e) How can we get young 
people interested in becoming librar- 
ians, and how are we to train them 
fast enough for the growing demand, 
and (f) suggestions for promoting more 
effective use of materials Ly both 
teachers and pupils. 

Mr. Robert Clapp, Assistant dean 
of the F.S.U. Library School, pre- 
sided at the afternoon session of the 
conference. A scholarly address was 
presented by Miss Laura K. Martin 
from the University of Kentucky on 

(Continued on page 24) 
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NEWBERRY-CALDECOTT AWARDS ANNOUNCED MARCH 9 BY FREDERIC 
MELCHER, MEDALS DONOR. NEWBERY AWARD WENT TO SECRET OF THE 
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The Editor’s Own Subject Headings 


ASSISTANT EDI- 

TOR became your 

editor’s favorite 

two words this 

past quarter when 

Clark S. Lewis 

agreed to serve in 

that capacity. He 

is assistant head 

of the circulation 

department at the University of Florida 

Libraries, represented its staff Asso- 

ciation officially at SELA last Novem- 

ber, hails from Ohio, is a graduate 

from the Columbia University School 

of Library Service, and has taken to 

the editorial duties, entirely new to 

him, with diligence and verve. His 

statistical study of Florida college 

libraries in this issue affords the 

latest and most accurate survey avail- 
able in that field. 

COLLEGE LIBRARY news as Lucy 
Lanphear has collected it for this 
issue strikes us as a most unusual 
feature and one which school and pub- 
lic librarians who prepare students 
up to the college entrance point might 
read with profit. 

CATALOGERS, according to May 
Edmonds, chairman of the Florida Cat- 
aloger’s Roundtable hope to complete 
their plans for affiliation with A.L.A. 
at their forthcoming breakfast meeting, 
April 11. All persons interested in 
cataloging and classification are 
cordially invited to attend, she writes. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY news head- 
ing with its statement, ‘‘Serving no 
ends save the ones for which it is 
used,’’ owes this wording to Winston 
Henderson of Orlando. He arrived at 
this deceptively simple conclusion 
through a logical process we wish 
we had time to quote in full. We'll put 
the entire statement on display in 
Sarasota. Meanwhile, in a similar con- 
nection, can’t our college and special 
librarians furnish us with as all- 
embracing statement of their purposes? 
Perhaps some work can be done on 
this at their Sarasota section meeting. 

EXHIBITORS are delighted with 
that un-programmed Friday afternoon 
in Sarasota. Helen Keefe persuaded 
Encyclopedia Britannica to come along 
when she told Mr. Potter, their repre- 
sentative about this time. He said, 
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and other exhibitors agree, that this 
is the first instance of a library 
group’s affording opportunity for real 
study of displays. We hope that all 
delegates will visit and patronize 
this year’s exhibits thoroughly. It’s a 
wonderful chance to see supplies, 
furnishings, and books first hand. 
A large part of our Association’s funds 
come from this source. On all counts 
then give yourself time to take in this 
aspect of our convention as one of its 
outstandingly helpful features. 

LIBRARY SCIENCE courses at the 
University of North Carolina will be 
given this year in two terms, June 
ll-July 17, and July 20-August 22. 
The announcement is headed, ‘‘Summer 
Opportunities to Prepare for an Un- 
crowded Field.’”’ An impressive list 
of visiting instructors, and other de- 
tails of the summer school work will 
be part of our Sarasota display. Susan 
Grey Akers will be glad to answer 
your questions if you write her at 
Chapel Hill. 

CANCELLATION of A.L.A.’s plans 
for a southern meeting at Miami Beach 
in 1954 was regretfully announced 
early in February. Florida librarians, 
Bertha Aldrich of the Miami Beach 
Public Library, the authorities of 
that city were all warmly thanked for 
their cooperation, and the hope was 
expressed that the meeting could be 
held at some later date. 

ADULT BOOKS 

IN REVIEW is the 

assignment Verna 

B. Ballentine has 

accepted for the 

Sarasota meeting. 

Mrs. Ballentine 

heads public rela- 

tions for the Tampa 

Public Library and 

was persuaded to take on this review 
session by Helen Keefe who predicts 
that those who attend the Ballentine 
hour are in for something special. 

DR. REMBERT P ATRICK’s achieve- 
ments, in addition to those mentioned 
on our cover, include organization 
of the P. K. Yonge Memorial Library 
of Florida History for which he col- 
lected source material; two years as 
managing editor of the JOURNAL OF 
POLITICS: study at Guilford College, 


Harvard University, and the University 
of North Carolina. He received his 
Ph.D. degree in American history 
from the University of North Carolina 
in 1940. 

That same year he came to the 
University of Florida and in 1950 be- 
came head of its Department of History. 
He is a correspondent of the Cuban 
Academy of History and is Chairman 
of the Board of the University of 
Florida Press. His JEFFERSON 
DAVIS AND HIS CABINET was 
awarded a special prize of $500 by the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
In 1946 he was given the Bohnenberger 
Award for the best first book by a 
southern born (Columbia, South Caro- 
lina) author published that year. 

With all these honors he remains a 
friendly, approachable, human being 
and as warm a friend of libraries as 
Florida furnishes forth. His double 
chore of delivering the convention’s 
principal address in the afternoon, 
and taking part in the evening program 
as well was accepted cheerfully and 
with considerable humility. He has 
been at work since last November pre- 
paring for the event to which members 
of the Florida Library Association 
look forward with confidence and 
pleasure. We thank him in advance. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE members 
this year are Lois McAllister Pilson, — 
Lucy Tryon, and Robert Grazier. 
Members of the association with ideas 
about good candidates for offices, 
vice-president, second vice-president, 
secretary, and treasurer are invited 
to send their suggestions to any mem- 
ber of the nominating committee on or 
before April 8th. There will of course 
be the usual opportunity for nomina- 
tions from the floor on election day, 
April 11. 

SCHOOL TEACHERS AND LIBRAR- 
IANS will find the plan of the Florida 
Library School at Tallahassee inter- 
esting for the summer term of 1953. 
The School is establishing a program 
where any teacher may work toward 
the Masters degree in the library field. 
One of the outstanding merits of the 
program is that one need not finish 
the complete program to find employ- 
ment in the library field. After com- 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Miss Margaret Ann Blocker, of 
Tallahassee, was appointed to the 
State Library Board by Governor 
Fuller Warren on January 5 to fill the 
unexpired term of R. Kay Porter, of 
Perry, who resigned on that date. 
Miss Blocker was graduated from 
Florida State University in 1949 with 
the A.B. degree. A history major, her 
especial interest was in Florida his- 
tory. From 1949 to August, 1952, she 
was on the staff of Florida Highways, 
official publication of the State Road 
Department. Since September, 1952, 
she has been director of information 
for that department, in charge of 
tourist information centers. Miss 
Blocker is the daughter of John C. 
Blocker, St. Petersburg attorney and 
president of the Florida Historical 
Society. The State Library Board is 
now composed of Dr. W. Hudson 
Rogers, chairman, Tallahassee, Dr. 
R. W. Patrick, Gainesville, and Miss 
Blocker. 

We hope that the 1951-1952 Florida 
Library Directory and Statistics will 
be in your hands by the time this 
issue of Florida Libraries reaches 
you. On the basis of per capita ex- 
penditures, there has been a markéd 
improvement in the Florida library 
picture during the last year. The 
per capita expenditure for the entire 
state in 1951-1952 was 56.6 cents as 
contrasted with 4] cents in 1950- 
1951. This means that where good 
library service has been established, 
it meets with popular approval and is 
getting better. But almost half of the 
people of Florida are still without 
any public library service. The latest 
data show that there are fifteen 
counties without a public library and 
thirteen counties in which there is 
no free public library. 

These figures give point to the 
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work of the Legislative Committee of 
the Association, of which the state 
librarian and director of library ex- 
tension are members, together with 
Dr. Archie L. McNeal, chairman, 
University of Miami Library, Miss 
Clara Wendel, Albertson Public Li- 
brary, Orlando, and Mrs. Betty W. 
Service, Sarasota Public Library. The 
committee has drafted two bills for 
introduction at this session of the 
Legislature. The first is designed to 
amend the County Library Law by re- 
pealing the cumbersome petition and 
referendum provisions, so that a 
board of county commissioners can 
establish a county library on its own 
motion. The second requests an ap- 
propriation for aid to county libraries 
and provides the method by which 
moneys appropriated shall be allo- 
cated. The texts of these bills ap- 
pear elsewhere in Florida Libraries. 
Now is the time to ask your own re- 
presentatives and senators to support 
this legislation. 


The first Library Newsletter, as 
part of the Extension Service of the 
State Library, was mailed out the 
second week in February. It contained 
a list of gift books, made available 
by the Miami Beach Public Library, 
for distribution to other libraries in 
the state. The response to the Gift 
List was so good that we are now 
appealing to larger libraries to send 
us as soon as possible any duplicate 
gift books in good condition that they 
wish to dispose of. Remember, we 
will pay transportation on any books 
you send or Zella Adams will pick 
them up if she happens to be in your 
vicinity. 

Early in February many of you re- 


o@ 


ceived a questionnaire from the 
American Library Association on the 
adult education activities in your 
library. We know that many of you 
are having film forums, discussion 
groups and many other activities, so 
we would like to urge you to fill in 
the questionnaire and return it as 
soon as possible, if you have not al- 
ready done so. 

The Extension Department of the 
State Library has received a letter 
from the Federal Security Agency, 
Washington, D. C., telling of the 
nation-wide campaign against juven- 
ile delinquency being conducted by 
the Children’s Bureau and other 
cooperating agencies and organiza 


tions. The American Library Asso-~ 


ciation is one of the cooperating 
agencies because of the important 
part that librarians can play in the 
campaign in their own communities 
by supplying books, pamphlets, 
magazine articles and films and by 
sponsoring discussion groups on the 
subject of juvenile delinquency. The 
American Library Association and 
the Federal Security Administration 
Library are cooperating in compiling 
a selective bibliography of material 
that will be useful. The bibliography 


(Continued on page 23) 
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 


AN ACT RELATING TO COUNTY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES: AMENDING CHAPTER 150, FLORIDA 


STATUTES, BY ADDING SECTION 150.071 THERETO, AMENDING SECTIONS 150.06 AND 150.08 AND 
REPEALING SECTIONS 150.09 AND 150.10; AUTHORIZING MUNICIPALITIES TO ENTER INTO CON- 
TRACT WITH COUNTY LIBRARY BOARDS FOR ASSISTANCE IN OPERATING MUNICIP AL LIBRARIES; 
AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS AND BEQUESTS BY COUNTY LIBRARY BOARDS; PRO- 
VIDING FOR A FREE COUNTY LIBRARY FUND AND LIMITING EXPENDITURES THEREFROM; ELIM- 
INATING NECESSITY FOR REFERENDUM ELECTION AS A PREREQUISITE TO ESTABLISHMENT OF 


SUCH LIBRARIES. 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA: 


Section 1. Section 150.06, Florida Statutes, 
is amended to read: 


150.06 Contracts uith municipalities.— 
(1) In carrying out the provisions of this 
chapter, the board of county commissioners 
of any county may either acquire and provide 
for the maintenance and operation of a free 
library for the county, or may provide free 
library service to the citizens of the county 
by entering into a contract therefor with any 
municipality in said county owning a free 
public library, or with any other county or 
municipality in this state owning a free public 
library. 

(2) Any municipality owning a free public 
library in said county may enter into a con- 
tract with the county library board to receive 
the service of books and technical assistance 
from the county library upon such terms as 
may be agreed upon by the county library board 
of trustees of the municipal library, or the 
legislative body of the municipality if there be 






no board of trustees. 


Section 2. Section 150.071 is added to chapter 
150, Florida Statutes, to read: 


Section 150.071 Gifts and bequests. The 
county library board is authorized to receive on 
behalf of the county any gift, bequest, or 
device for the county free library. Said county 
library board shall turn over to the board of 
county commissioners any moneys received 
under the provisions of this section, to be 
deposited in the county free library fund. 


Section 3. Section 150.08, Florida Statutes, 

is amended to read: , 

Section 150.08 Taxation; warrants; payments.— 
(1) When the board of county commissioners 
of any county shall have determined, under the 
provisions of this chapter, to establish, operate, 
and maintain a free library or free library 
service for such county, said commissioners 
shall levy an annual tax, in the same manner 
and at the same time as other county taxes 
are levied, not exceeding one mill upon all 
taxable property within such county not al- 


A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 


AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR STATE AID TO COUNTIES MAINTAINING A FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY OR 


ready taxed for library purposes, for the 
purpose of providing the funds required to pay 
the expenses of the operation and maintenance 
of such free library or free library service. 

(2) All funds of the county free library, 
whether derived from taxation or otherwise, 
shall constitute a separate fund to be known 
as the county free library fund, and shall be 
expended only for library purposes. The ex- 
penses incurred by the county library board 
shall be paid by warrants drawn by the board 
of county commissioners, payable out of the 
county free library fund. 

(3) The county library board shall not make 
expenditures or incur indebtedness in any year 
in excess of the amount of money available 
for library purposes. 


Section 4. Sections 150.09 
Florida Statutes, are repealed. 


and 150.10, 


Section 5. All laws or parts of laws in con- 
flict herewith are repealed. 


Section 6. This act shall take effect imme- 
diately upon its becoming a law. 


LIBRARY SERVICE; PRESCRIBING CERTAIN DUTIES AND AUTHORITIES IN DISP ENSING SUCH FUNDS 
AND IN ESTABLISHING STANDARDS OF LIBRARY SERVICES TO BE MAINTAINED BY RECIPIENTS 
OF SUCH STATE AID; MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR SUCH AID AND PRESCRIBING THE RATIO OF 


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA. 


Section 1. It is hereby declared to be the 
policy of the State of Florida to aid and en- 
courage the establishment and development 
of free library service throughout the state, 
especially in riral areas, by grants of moneys 
to county libraries established pursuant to 
the provisions of chapter 150, Florida Statutes, 
or by special act, and to counties maintaining 
free library service by contract with any other 
county or municipality owning a free public 
library, as provided in section 150.06, Florida 
Statutes, 

Section 2, The moneys herein appropriated, 
and any moneys that may hereafter be appro- 
priated, to county libraries and to counties 
maintaining free library service by contract 
shall be administered and allocated by the 
State library board in the manner prescribed by 
law, 

Section 3. Any county library, or any county 
maintaining free library service by contract, 
that meets the conditions set forth in section 
4 shall be eligible to receive an initial or 
establishment grant of one dollar of state 
moneys for each dollar of local funds pro- 
vided for the maintenance of a county library 
or free library service in the county, provided 
that no such initial or establishment grant shall 
exceed $10,000; and any such county library 
or county maintaining free library service by 
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CONTRIBUTIONS THEREOF TO THE COUNTIES ON THE BASIS OF MATCHING COUNTY FUNDS. 


contract shall receive annually thereafter an 
operating grant of one dollar of state moneys 
for each two dollars of local funds, provided 
that no such operating grant shall exceed 
$5,000. 

Section 4. Grants shall be made according 
to two alternate standards; 

(a) To any county library, or any county 
maintaining free library service by contract 
with another county, for which the tax rate 
for free library service is the maximum pro- 
vided by law or yields $1.00 per capita of 
population served, whichever rate is lower. 

(b) To any county maintaining free library 
service by contract with a municipality for 
which the combined municipal and county 
appropriation is based on the maximum tax 
rate provided by law or on a rate that yields 
$1.00 per capita of population served, which- 
ever rate is lower. 

Section 5. The board of county commissioners 
of any county desiring to receive grants under 
the provisions of this act shall certify to the 
state library board the annual tax income and 
the rate of tax or the appropriation for said 
library on October 1, 1953, for the current 
year on October 1 of each year thereafter. On 
or before November 1, the state library board 
shall certify to the comptroller the amount to 
be paid to each county and the comptroller 
shall issue warrants to the respective boards 
of county commissioners for the amounts so 
allocated. 


Section 6. State funds allocated to any county 
for free library service shall be expended only 
for library purposes in the manner prescribed 
in section 150.08, Florida Statutes, provided, 
that such state funds shall not be expended for 
the purchase, construction, or rental of a 
library building or library quarters, or for 
salaries. 

Section 7. The state library board shall 
establish standards under which county librar- 
ies and coun*ies maintaining free library serv- 
ice by contract shall be eligible to receive 
state moneys and shall require reports on the 
operations of all libraries receiving grants 
under this act, either directly of through con- 
tract with a county. 

Section 8. The service of books in libraries 
receiving state funds shall be free and shall 
be made available to all persons living in 
areas taxed for county library purposes. 

Section 9. To carry out the provisions of 
this act, there is hereby appropriated from the 
General Revenue Fund $30,000 for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 1953, and $45,000 for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1954. 

Section 10. The state library board shall 
submit to each legislature in their budget a 
request for appropriations for further carrying 
out the provisions of this act. 

Section 11. All laws and parts of laws in 
conflict herewith are repealed. 

Section 12. This act shall take effect imme- 
diately upon its becoming a law. 

Page Fifteen 


Young Austrian Father Joins Art Guild 
Staff for Happy Ending to a Tragic 
Tangle..... 


In early 1952this bindery (Art Guild) 
acquired the services of an experi- 
enced bookbinder, a displaced per- 
son from Austria. The circumstances 
under which this man became a mem- 
ber of our organization were quite 
unusual, This man and his wife and 
two small children were brought to 
this country under the sponsorship 
of a lumberman in Georgia. He was 
to be employed as a sort of lumber- 
jack and the firm was to provide him 
and his family with a cottage of some 
sort in addition to a nominal wage. 
That much red tape and numerous 
delays accompany the involved pro- 
ceedings of bringing a displaced 
family to the United States is readily 
understandable to anyone who has 
ever had dealings with governmental 
agencies, therefore it is not surprising 
that a complete year elapsed from the 
day application was made by the 
sponsor until the day the anxious 
immigrant family landed at the port 
of New Orleans. 

When the Georgian sponsor was 
notified of the arrival of this protegé 
from Austria, he had already placed 
someone else and no longer needed 
additional help. Since the law govern- 
ing the entry of displaced persons. in- 
to this country does not compel the 
sponsor to follow through with his 
declaration of intention, the family 
was simply stranded and the Dis- 
placed Persons Commission in Wash- 
ington and Travelers’ Aid Society in 
New Orleans had to get busy to pro- 
vide shelter and sustenance. It was 
then noted that the newcomer’s occu- 
pation was bookbinding and he was 
given the opportunity to demonstrate 
his skill in a local bindery. Because 
the supervisor of the bindery was 
personally acquainted with us, he 
informed us, among others, of the 
facts of the case and the availability 
of this experienced bookbinder. 
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After a series of long distance calls 
from Washington, D. C. and New 
Orleans, La., and an exchange of 
letters between the applicant and us, 
he and his family came to Cincinnati 
to work in our plant. A helping hand 
was extended to them from several 
families and today they are estab- 
lished and well acclimated in their 
new environs and the young father 
is still working in our bindery. 

The only reason why we think this 
whole incident is worthy of telling 
is the fact that here in America the 
need of trained and skilled craftsman- 
binders is getting more acute every 
day and there is no evidence of a 
willingness on part of young boys to 
take up apprenticeship in the art of 
bookbinding. 

What we are wondering is: how many 
more skilled D.P.’s were brought 
over here and are employed, perhaps 
at common labor, when their skill and 
artisanship could not only be put to 
more profitable use, but actually is 
so direly needed in the trade. 


Have You Heard About Nathaniel 
Dame’s Adopt a Library Plan? 


Nathaniel Dame and Co., fiction 
specialists, from Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, the home of Harvard Uni- 
versity, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Radcliffe and many other 
colleges, receives many orders from 
Florida Libraries. A few years ago 
they sold 15,600 books in one ship- 
ment to Miami University. 

The firm carries over 150,000 books 
in stock and specializes only in books 
of fiction for Public Libraries, Schools 
and Colleges. Many “Hard to Get’’ 
and usually unobtainable titles are 
kept in stock in used copies. Many 
hundreds of books are rebound es- 
pecially to make them ready for use 
for libraries. 

A most unusual and very welcome 
Christmas Greeting is sent out each 
year by Mr. Dame in the form of a 
package containing Christmas Paper, 


ribbons, cards and tags. The staff 
usually starts early in October pre- 
paring the many hundreds of Christmas 
packages sent out to active accounts 
and soon after Thanksgiving the 
packages are mailed to all parts of 
the United States, Canada and all 
U. S. possessions. The arrival of 
these packages heralds the coming of 
the Christmas Season and it is Mr. 
Dame’s way of saying thank you to 
his many friends in the Library Field. 

For the past two years Mr. Dame 
has been trying to start an ADOPT A 
LIBRARY plan. Under this plan Li- 
braries with good budgets could help 
other libraries by sending them their 
duplicates and good discards. He 
believes that there are many thousands 
of books in every state that could be 
distributed to needy libraries that 
could well use this reading matter. 
Such a plan would have to start in 
the small library groups in every 
State and would give each Library 
Group a worthwhile project to plan, 
project and execute and would build 
this country of ours into a country 
full of better libraries. Although not 
adverse to helping Libraries through- 
out the world that need help, he feels 
that more charity should be distri- 
buted right here on our own doorsteps. 


Gaylord. . . .Wedding Rings. . . . 
Actors. . . .Homework. . . .Men of 
Dintinction. .. .Mysteries. ...Chuckles 


A letter was received from a cus- 
tomer, who said that the supplies 
arrived O.K. but there was some- 
thing “‘extra’” included that they 
didn’t order. This ‘‘extra’’ was being 
returned. 

When the package was opened, what 
was inside but a wedding ring! We 
found out later that the ring had 
slipped off the finger of one of the 
packers in the shipping department, 
who breathed a long sigh of relief 
when his precious ring showedup. 

Honest customers, eh! 

(Continued on page 25) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

so that on all matters affecting school 
library development in Florida there 
will be a single, articulate library 
voice in the state loud enough to be 
heard above the clang of competing 
lobbies for legislative dollars. 


Point Three: Audio-Visual 
Opportunities for all Florida 


The F.L.A. through its Audio- 
Visual Sub-Committee of the Planning 
Committee should bring the Associa- 
tion its 1947 survey up-to-date, share 
its findings with the Committee ap- 
pointed by the State Superintendent 
of Instruction and establish close 
liaison with that Committee, the 
A-V Section of the F.E.A. and with 
all agencies such as the General 
txtension Division of the Institutions 
of Higher Education in Florida and 
the Library School of Florida State 
University operating state-wide audio- 
visual and _ materials’ services. 


Point Four: Special Library 
Development 


Increasingly, special libraries serv- 
ing health, historical, geological, 
military and other agencies are devel- 
oping in Florida. The F.L.A. should 
now activate a Special Libraries Com- 
mittee charged with the responsibility 
of discovering all special libraries 
in the state, inviting their participa- 
tion in Association activities, and 
exploring the feasibility of chapter 
affiliation with the Special Libraries 


Association. 


Point Five: Research Cooperation 


The Sub-Committee of the Planning 
Committee should receive full Asso- 
ciation support to investigate the 
possibilities of a Florida Library 
Research Network aimed to harness 
all of the scholarly resources of the 
state in support of research. Such 
an investigation should include con- 
sideration of an inventory of strong 
collections in special fields not only 
in the major universities of the state, 
but in all libraries, public and pri- 
vate distinguished for strength or 
specialty in one or more fields of 
concentration. Such an investigation 
should further encompass the feasi- 
bility of a Florida union catalog, ex- 
tension of inter-library loan and refer- 
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ence services, cooperative acquisi- 
tions programs, and planned micro- 
photographic and other reproductions 
services. 


Point Six: Professional Recruitment 
and Education 


The future of libraries in Florida 
is dependent largely on the vigor of 
new generations of librarians. There 
is need for a strong committee on 
Recruitment and Education such as 
is suggested by the Planning Com- 
mittee’s new sub-committee. Such a 
committee should look for new ways 
to interest young men and women in 
Florida in a profession which faces 
steadily growing responsibilities in 
a world of psychological warfare. 
School librarians, although their 
efforts to avoid direct recruitment in 
that connection are understandable, 
have initiated a significant movement 
in this state with their annual library 
students assistants’ camp.TheF.L.A. 
Committee should support the school 
librarians in this movement and per - 
haps explore the possibility of a 
similar undertaking for assistants 
in public, college and special libraries. 

The Committee also should work 
with the Library School at Florida 
State University and with the other 
institutions of higher education in 
the state in developing integrated 
programs under the standards of the 
American Library Association, the 
Southern Association of (Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, and the 
Florida State Department of Educa- 
tion so that a student may move pro- 
gressively toward full professional 
certification from the pre-core pro- 
grams to the five-year basic pro- 
fessional degree. 


Point Seven: Professional 
Certification 


Personnel is the key to adequate 
library development. very state 
in the United States certificates 
school librarians. Nearly two thirds 
of the states certificate also librar- 
ians for other types of libraries. 
Florida, through its State Department 
of Education certificates school li- 
brarians. The F.L.A. should explore 


at once the possibility of developing 
an integrated program for certifica- 
tion of professional librarians for 
all types of libraries, including mate- 
rials specialists and audio-visualists. 
A sub-committee of the Planning 
Committee has already been appointed 
for that purpose. That sub-committee 
will undoubtedly consider the fact 
that as in most professions there 
have been threeroutes to professional 
qualifications in the past: (]) through 
experience; (2) through subject spe- 
cialization; (3) through professional 
education. Although the time has 
now probably come when like most 
other professions qualification for 
librarianship should require travel 
over all three routes by all who wish 
to enter the profession for the first 
time, any certification now estab- 
lished cannot be retroactive. It 
should be recognized that many mem 
bers of the F.L.A. who have come 
into the profession by travelling over 
only one of the routes to professional 
qualification have contributed most 
significantly to the development of 
libraries in Florida and it goes with- 
out saying that any state certifica- 
tion plan will honor the profession 
by recognizing previous professional 
service of distinction. 


Point Eight: State Library Agencies 


There are at least three state agen- 
cies charged by law with library re- 
sponsibilities; The state Library, the 
State Department of Education, and 
the General fxtension Division. In 
addition, the state supported institu- 
tions of higher education through their 
training services contribute to library 
development. The F.L.A. as the pro- 
fessional library organization of the 
state should relate its activities in 
such a way as to provide council and 
aid for all of these agencies. It would 
also be desirable for these agencies 
to consult with the F.L.A. 

The F.L.A. might consider at this 
time appointing a liaison committee 
to work with the various state agencies 
for the purpose of assisting them in 
their efforts to develop library service 
of all kinds in Florida. The Committee 
might well explore with all of the state 
(Please turn to page 33 for more of 
this fine article, ) 
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students, no person counted twice. C. Volume is any printed, typed, mimeographed or processed work bound 
or unbound, which has been cataloged or prepared for use. Single periodicals were not counted as separate 
items. D. U. of Florida has, in addition, 1,276 graduate students not considered in this ratio, E. U. of Miami 
has in addition, 474 graduate students not considered in this ratio. F. Florida state has, in addition, 740 
graduate students, not considered in this ratio. G. Overnight only. H. Has part-time acting Librarian at 
present, |. Includes Reserve. *J. Not reported. K. Includes part-time not equated to full-time. L. Extended 
loan only. 
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student operating expenditure based on Regular Undergraduate Students only; see footnotes D, E, and F. 
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XIV, (January, 1953), 58-59; and “‘Library statistics of Institutions of Higher Education,"’ a survey ques- 
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institutions did not report or reported too late to be included in the Survey: Barry College, Jacksonville 
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(Continued from page 8) 

With our own legislation coming up 
(you know we’re going to try again 
to get that Library Bill passed) an 
article in the Massachusetts Library 
Association Bulletin called “The 
Boys on the Hill: Strategy of Working 
with Legislators,”” by Margie Malmberg 
seems particularly timely, and has 
some good things to remember, such 
as: ‘You don’t want a light-weight 
introducing your bill. If you can have 
some conservative people as  co- 
sponsors of your bill, you are going 
to draw some of the die-hards that 
ordinarily would oppose you. Remem- 
ber that you will get no place without 
citizen support. It is very important 
to get individuals to write to their 
legislators or Congressmen about 
legislation.” 

These tips on softening up the 
legislators are worth repeating: If 
somebody makes a good speech, tell 
him about it and if his picture is in 
the paper, cut it out and send it to 
them with this comment, “I know you 
aren’t interested in it, but I’ll bet 
your wife would like to have it. . .’’. 
Show appreciation for the things they 
do for you, but let them give you 
advice. 

As soon as we have introduced our 
bill, each of us should write his 
Representative and Senator, and 
explain what the bill means to our 
community in particular, libraries in 
general, and to others. 

Miss Malmberg finishes her article 
with: “ would like to say this, re- 
garding legislation and regarding 
working for the legislature. My faith 
in a democracy has been strengthened; 
on the whole they are a bunch of de- 
cent, hard-working men, who want to 
do the right thing; I think they appre- 
ciate being treated accordingly. Be 
friendly, shrewd, honest and sincere. 
The thing that we believe in, I tell 
you, is good enough to stand on its 
own merits. If you don’t believe in 
it, you have no business trying to 
work for it. I can carry that a step 
farther. If you don’t believe in librar- 
ies enough to do this sort of thing, 
not necessarily going some place 
and lobbying for it, but working with 
people onthe local level, you have no 
business being either a librarian or 
a trustee.” 
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Strong statements, but oh, so true. 

In the same issue of Massachusetts 
Library Association Bulletin there’s 
sound advice from a legislator: Sena- 
tor Creighton R. Coleman of Michigan. 
“I consider it of prime importance 
that, however you do it, do approach 
him! The kaleidoscope of problems 
which confronts your legislature near- 
ly every day demands a wide variety 
of public comment and suggestions 
to assist him in making his decisions. 
No legislator can presume to be an 
expert in every field. He must con- 
sult continually with you who, in 
many cases, actually are experts. . . 
Also it is very important that, if you 
possibly can, you tell us of your 
position and of your interest before 
we have to vote on a particular meas- 
ure. We cannot look over the approxi- 
mately 800 bills which are introduced 
every regular session, determine 
which ones are of interest to each of 
you, send you copies and ask your 
opinions. . . You people in the li- 
brary field have a particular job to 
do in connection with the legislative 
process. Not only do you appear in 


the process in your fight for budgets, 
personnel, space and decent standards, 
but you also have in your charge the 
greatest reservoir of facts and experi- 
ence on every problem to come before 
us of any group in existence. I be- 
lieve that this reservoir should be 
drawn upon more often and more com- 
pletely than it is at present... I can 
promise you that the conscientious 
legislator, who always is interested 
in better government, effective repre- 
sentation, progress and a free socie- 
ty, will more than welcome your help. 
He also will become a better legisla- 
tor as a result of it.”’ 

Looking over the annual report from 
Tampa gave us a head-ache. So much 
done! But with Bill Frieze at the helm 
a lot is being done by machine. He’s 
the boy who figures out the efficient 
way. 

Did you see that article in February 
1, Library Journal, about the Detroit 
Public Library’s tie-up with the 
newspaper? Worth reading and pos- 
sibly adapting to local needs. 

New librarian for St. Petersburg: 
DeLyle P. Runge, service-coordinator 
of the Grand Rapids (Mich.) Public 
Library, will become St. Petersburg’s 


librarian on March 2nd. Mr. Runge, 
who is 34, holds BA and BLS degrees 
from the U. of Wisc. He is married 
and has two children. For 6 years 
he has been at Grand Rapids and 
reports from those acquainted with 
his work there convince us that we 
are getting a librarian who is both 
able and energetic. Miss Mary Workizer 
has been acting librarian since the 
resignation of Miss Hilda Glaser last 
fall, and has enjoyed the fullest co- 
operation of the staff and together 
they have done a praise-worthy job 
in carrying on the duties and services 
of the whole library. 

St. Petersburg Friends never rest, 
apparently. Now we hear they’re 
raising money for a “‘book drop.’ 
Sounds ominous until we found that 
it was one of those mail box affairs 
to receive books without the patrons 
having to leave their car. Next I sup- 
pose we'll have a drive-up window so 
the patron can be served with books 
like money. I guess it’s already been 
done. . .probably by Skip Graham who 
has the faculty for grabbing commer- 
cial ideas for library promotion of 
good-will and service. 

Have you seen our latest baby. . . 
The Library Newsletter sent out by 
The Florida State Library by Zella 
Adams, our new extension director? 
That’s one of the brightest ideas to 
date, because while many of us get 
professional literature, how many 
have to take time to read it all. Like 
Zella herself this is practical down- 
to-earth suggestions for improving 
your service to the public. . . little 
things that you may not have thought 
of. We hate to admit it, but when we 
attended an Institute at Kmory this 
summer we came back with two of the 
simplest processing expediters that 
are saving hours a year in getting 
our books ready for tle public. May 
we suggest if you’ve found something 
good, send it to Zella, even if she 
doesn’t use it in her letter. Also take 
time to sit down and analyze your 
procedures every once in a while. 
You’d be surprised how often just 
looking at what you’ve been doing 
automatically will produce a time- 
saving short-cut. We know, we’ve 
tried it, and have been amazed, nay 
apalled at not having thought of it 
before. 
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Helen Keefe had a grand time at 
mid-winter (that gal always has a 
good time and so does everyone else 
when she’s around), seeing old friends 
and making new ones. Principal of 
all the meetings she attended was, of 
course, the Newbery-Caldecott Award 
Committee, where she took an active 
part in selecting the ‘“‘winnah.” 
Can’t tell us now which books were 
selected, as the news isn’t to be re- 
leased until March 9th, but Helen 
says: “It was an interesting meeting, 
and I know more now how the books 
are selected,” 

Up in Tampa they’re putting book 
jackets on all their new books (with 
celophane covers we presume) and 
it’s a great success. According to all 
reports there’s nary a book with a 
jacket to be seen sitting on the 
shelves for more than a minute or two. 

Did you get one of those mysterious 
letters from Red Henderson? We did 
and couldn’t decide whether or not 
we were in line for an endowment, 
a new building or just what. Then 
Red’s letter of explanation came 
along and the light that should have 
shone before, came on. Red, you 
know, is chairman of the Public 
Relations Committee of FLA and we 
think he has a super idea about pub- 
licizing our libraries. Even if the 
State Advertising Commission doesn’t 
take up his idea, at least he will 
have planted the idea in their minds, 
and they’ll be more library con- 
scious. . . may be only a drop in the 
bucket, but enough drops will fill 
the bucket till it overflows and makes 
people realize the attention needed. 
Speaking of public relations, have 
you heard someone say: ‘‘Why we’re 
just a small library and we can’t 
afford public relations. . . look, 
chum, you’re the public relations 
every time you check out a book. 
By being pleasantly helpful, or just 
plain pleasant, even though it kills 
you, you're establishing good public 
relations, and you'd be surprised how 
it pays off. That little boy who’s 
such a nuisance may be the mayor 
or city-manager one day, and he’ll 
remember with pride or pain (we hope 
not the latter) his library and do some- 
thing about it. It’s up to you! Sermon 
for the day ended. 

Speaking of public relations they’re 
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doing a swell job of it in Brooksville. 
Rosalie Norris writes that on Inaugu- 
ration Day several classes came to 
the library to listen to the library 
radio as the schools have no radios. 
Can’t you hear, years hence, when 
history is being discussed someone 
remembering: ‘Why I heard President 
Eisenhower at the public library.’’? 
Nice going, Brooksville. 

Also good news from Brooksville: 
On February 3, 1953, the Moton 
School opened their school library to 
the colored community. It will be 
open every Tuesday night for their 
adults to use. 

Friends of the Library at Brooks- 
ville held their annual meeting on 
February 5th and the following of- 
ficers were elected: Miss Dorothy O. 
Spear, pres., Roy V. Kirby, vice- 
pres., Mrs. Fielding Lewis, secy., and 
C. B. Blickensderfer, treas. Movies 
were shown after the election. . . 
borrowed from the General Extension 
Division of the University of Florida 
in Gainesville. 

In March, Brooksville, according to 
Miss Norris, “hopes to start a Station 
Library in one of our rural communi- 
ties.’”” Knowing Brooksville that 
“‘hope”’ should read “‘will’’, cause 
when they think about doing anything 
they do it. 

We’re looking forward to seeing 
Rosalie and The Friends of the Li- 
brary in April here in Sarasota. 

Two new members of Miami’s Public 
Library staff have sent us their auto- 
biographies. 

Autobiography by Mary Drue Fann 

As Dickins says, ‘I am born.” 
It was on May 20, I forget when, but 
waivering between the signs of 
Taurus and Gemini, on the Big Sandy 
River in the town of Van Lear, Ken- 
tucky, where my father was a mis- 
sionary to the coal miners. 

Having nothing exotic in my heri- 
tage (a chapel speaker at college 
once told us the Scotch Irish were 
neither Scotch or Irish, so that I have 
been searching for what I am ever 
-since), I may as well skip through the 

days of my youth that pass like a 
shadow o’er the heart, and arrive at 
the seventeenth year of my schooling, 
which made me a librarian. 

Fresh out of Berea College in 
Kentucky, I arrived at Emory Uni- 





versity Library School, where I quickly 
learned that a librarian was not just a 
nice refined preacher’s daughter who 
sat at a quiet desk and read all the 
new books and magazines, and talked 
about them to the patrons. 

In June, with the ink not dry on my 
new degree, I donned a deceptive hat 
and was proudly paraded before the 
president of Morehead State Teachers’ 
College, where my father had decided 
to matriculate for a belated college 
education after his children were 
grown. With the aid of the hat, and my 
father’s straight 3.0 average, I was 
hired at one hundred dollars a month 
to be assistant college librarian for 
three successive summers, while the 
regular assistant earned her degree 
at Columbia. 

In between, I sampled the high 
school libraries of Olive Hill, Ken- 
tucky; Canton,Georgia; Cocoa, Florida; 
and a junior college in Ashland, Ken- 
tucky. Finally patriotism drew me to 
Orlando as army librarian, until the 
WAC officers were given charge. 
Later, at Charlotte, North Carolina, 
I found myself in the bewildering 
position of sole organizer, cataloger, 
librarian of twenty-two elementary 
schools, with mostly volunteer P.T.A. 
mothers for assistants. Somewhere | 
found time to catalog a church library 
of two thousand volumes for the Myers 
Park Baptist Church, and started the 
same for the Jewish synagogue, — 
Temple Israel. 

When the Florida sand began tickling 
my feet again, I headed for Orlando, 
and Aladdin’s lamp must have been 
among my belongings, for I found 
Miss Wendel waiting with the one 
and only County Bookmobile in Florida. 
For nearly two soul-satisfying years 
I traveled the sunny roads of Orange 
County, breathing in the heady, grape- 
fruit scented air, dispensing books 
to forty-two schools and communities. 

I should never have come to the 
April convention, or maybe | am power- 
less to leave the ‘Road to the Sun,” 
for I woke up again in the fabulous 
new library at Miami, no longer on the 
road, but chained to a desk with three 
telephones. I hope I don’t pick up 
one some day and hear: ‘“Tropics cal- 
ling . . . Bali-hai . . . Come to your 
island, on the road to the sun.”’ 


(Continued on page 22) 
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(Continued from page 21) 
Autobiography by Geraldine Grundy 
By birth I am a New Yorker, and 
first saw the light of day on October 
Mth ‘‘way back when.”’ After re- 
ceiving my A.B. degree from The 
College of Mount Saint Vincent, | 
spent two years taking courses in 
sciences which | liked at Fordham 
University. During the war years 
I was able to utilize this knowledge 
as a pharmacist at the Institute of 
Living in Hartford, Connecticut. 

While visiting in the mid-west, an 
opportunity to enter medical social 
work came my way. For some years 
I followed the social work profession, 
and especially enjoyed my work in 
the Cleveland City Hospital and the 
McCook Hospital in Hartford. Later 
I became Assistant District Superin- 
of the Welfare Department in that 
city. 

During September 1947 I came to 
Miami on a visit, and almost immedi- 
ately found myself working for the 
American Red Cross, a position which 
I thoroughly enjoyed. 

For some years | had pushed aside 
a desire to enter the library field 
not wanting to go back to school. 
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During an impulsive moment I made 
application to Simmons College Li- 
brary School in Boston, Massachu- 
setts, and after two years emerged 
with an M.S. in L.S. 

During the first year of my study- 
ing, I worked full time in the college 
libraries of the School of Social Work 
and in The Prince School of Retailing. 
During my second year I worked in 
the new Adams Street Branch of the 
Boston Public Library. 

On my return to Miami I fortunately 
obtained a position in the Reference 
Department of the Miami Public Li- 
brary, and am now interested in 
Floridiana and am a Floridian by 


Choice. 
The Miami Public Library is also 


serving as a preview Center for Film 
Council of America films and shows 
them two nights a month to representa- 
tives of local organizations. 


The Children’s Room, under Mrs. 
May Edmonds is busy every minute, 
with circulation, reference work, 
classes and special programs of Story 
Book Hours, Story Hours with record 
playing, movies, and last week they 
had a magic show. 

As you can see Dr. Frank B. Sessa, 








HEADQUARTERS 
APRIL 9—10—II CONVENTION 


Registration, Exhibits and all meetings will be 


here at the Mira-Mar Hotel. Make your room reser- 
tions now while they are still available: 


22 Double with Bath (2) $5 - 5.50 - $6 - $7.50 - $9 
Single with Bath (1) $3.50 - $4.50 - $5 - $7.50 - $9 


Two Doubles with 







Four persons 
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connecting bath - (4) $8 - $10 - $12- $15 


WRITE: Raymond M. Grinstead, General Manager 
Hotel Mira-Mar, Sarasota Florida 


Visit Our New 
BRUSH & PALETTE ROOM 
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our Director has a busy life, trouble- 
shooting as well as directing, along 
with fighting the flu for several weeks, 

Miss “lizabeth Peeler, Head Cata 
loger at the University of Miami re- 
ports: 1. A new staff member — Mrs. 
Jane Jackson, a Junior Cataloger. 
2. Dr. A.L. McNeal, Director attended 
the mid-winter session of the A.L.A. 
in Chicago, Illinois. 

We hope that a delegate from “‘Li- 
brary Ambassadors’’ in Orlando will 
be able to attend FLA. and even if 
you don’t have such a dignified title 
we'll welcome pages, Library Club 
workers, etc. And if they’re enuff of 
you coming, be sure and let me 
know. . . we'll arrange a meeting; if 
not enuff, we’ll just guarantee some 
fun with our own pages who are going 
to help hostess. 

Sorta old news now, but Serena 
Bailey is now Mrs. E, Perry Ross. 

In Tarpon Springs the Jayceettes 
recently voted to give fifty dollars 
to the Tarpon Springs Library for 
juvenile books. 

It’s a good thing most Reference 
librarians are past astonishing for 
Helen O’Connell, writing from the 
Brockway Memorial Library at Miami 
Shores writes us casually that a whole 
Young People’s Department took off 
recently from the Reference Depart- 
ment. Toward the end of her highly 
interesting letter she refers to an 
adult readers’ advisory service about 
which we hope to print details in our 
next issue. Her assistant, Mrs. Eliza 
beth E. Hayes sounds like a genius 
at displays and we are disappointed 
that the picture sent along of one con- 
trived from dressmaker pins, paper 
cut outs and dust jackets is too small 
to give the detail needed to enjoy it 
properly. Maybe we’ll get a better 
picture for another issue. At any rate 
here are some Brockway doings as 
sent in by their librarian. 

Our Young People’s Department 
(an offshoot of the Reference Depart- 
ment) has succeeded in establishing 
a working co-operation with the two 
nieghborhood High Schools. The 
Reference Assistant spent a day 
interviewing the teachers of Horace 
Mann Junior High School during their 
free periods — as to their coming 
assignments, the specific titles they 
would stress, and the active help we 
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would give. She left addressed post- 
cards with them, for use in notifying 
us of coming needs they might not 
have brought up on that particular day. 
We have purchased as many as 2 
copies of some books that became a 
definite project of the English Depart- 
ment. . . and, she telephones back 
and forth, to the school or to their 
homes, which ever appears to be the 
better method of contact, when new 
needs crop up. 

As a library, we entertained their 
entire teaching staff on the library 
porch during the time ordinarily given 
over to their school’s teachers’ 
meeting early this month, serving cof- 
fee and cookies, showing them around 
the building and more particularly, 
acquainting them with the potentiali- 
ties and actuality of our holdings. 
It was a terrific success. 

With the other, Miami Edison Senior 
High School, she established contact 
thru a building visit — most particular- 
ly with the English and History De- 
partments and the School Library, 
bringing back with her the School’s 
reading lists, from which we have 
since ordered copiously. 

Our Children’s Department acquired 
it’s first Children’s Worker in October. 
She is a gifted story-teller, who made 
a tremendous hit with the new paro- 
chial school the day she wandered 
from class to class, telling stories, 
commenting upon the book-jackets 
she displayed (which differed in every 
case, and were selected with an eye 
to their reading levels and tastes) and 


leaving behind book-marks, 1 for each 
child, listing the library’s hours and 
borrowing privileges (sample enclosed). 
in fact, as a Staff, we gave up attempt- 
ing to do anything else during the 2% 
weeks that followed, but attending to 
the children, for they swarmed in, in 
hordes — taxing all 5 of us to the 
limit of gracious, “‘right book for the 
particular need,’’ endurance. With 
Miami Shores Elementary School, 
she arranged a schedule that permitted 
every one of their classes to visit the 
library individually. Each teacher ac- 
quainted us with the project current 
at “‘visit’’ time so that we might ar- 
range the “content’’ to fit in with her 
lesson. Stories were told to the First- 
Graders, Book-reviews were given as 
appropriate, lessons in note-taking 
on the country being studied, so that 
the World Book #acyclopedia would 
not become the sole property of the 
lst student to reach the building. | 

Too late for pictures or a lengthy 
piece about it, but a must-mention in 
this issue is the renovated Ocala 
Public Library’s re-opening on Feb. 
18. Frances Sheppard, of the Ocala 
Star-Banner staff (remember her stories 
in earlier Florida Libraries?) wrote a 
by-line feature for the front page of 
the Feb. 17 newspaper and its entire 
back page was given over to eleven 
pictures of the library, one of them 
showing Jewel Garvin in the newly 
arranged stack section. Congratule- 
tions to Ocala and to Jewel, and the 
promise to tell their fine story in full 
come June. 


(Continued from page 14) 

will be distributed to every library 
the two agencies can reach. For 
more information, write to Dr. Martha 
M. Eliot, Chief, Children’s Bureau, 
Washington, D. C. 


A Workshop for Public Librarians, 
under sponsorship of the Extension 
Service of the State Library with 
Miss Bess MacGill, Palatka Public 
Library, as hostess, was held in 
Palatka on February 27. The program 
included a discussion of library 
service to the rural population of 
the state through the establishment 
of county-wide service. Our special 
thanks to Miss Alma Warren, of the 
State Home Demonstration Office, for 
her interest and assistance in the 
program. 


Two items for librarians not to for- 
get. The Newbery-Caldecott-Award 
will be announced on March 9. Infor 
mation about the winners and their 
books will be carried in the follow 
ing: ALA Bulletin, Library Journal, 
New York Times, New York Herald- 
Tribune Books, and Publishers’ 
Weekly. Second, if you have not al- 
ready ordered a copy, get The Wonder- 
ful World of Books, edited by Alfred 
Stefferud, New York, New American 
Library, 319 pp., paperbound, 35¢; 
Boston, Houghton, Mifflin Co., 319 
pp-, clothbound, $2.00, or borrow it 
from the State Library. This book is 
the outgrowth of a conference in 
Washington about a year ago of pub- 

(Continued on page 24) 


Our consultants will be glad to work with 
you on library planning problems, as they 
did with the officials of the Fort Myers 
Public Library. Let us show you the. advan- 
tages of using Library Bureau equipment. 
It is designed and built to give long years 
of efficient service . . . and can be readily 
matched or supplemented in the future. 

When next you need anything for your 
library, please call your nearest Remington 
Rand office . . . feel free to draw upon the 
experience of our seventy-six years of sery- 


The Fort Myers (Plerida) Public Library. James A. Stripling ing ica’s librari 


& Assoc., Architects. Miss Etta Slaughter, Librarian. 
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lishers, writers, booksellers, editors, 
teachers, librarians, extension work- 
ers and others interested in promoting 
books and reading. It is inspirational, 
with articles by experts on the plea- 
sures and rewards of reading; and 
practical with two sections on “‘Ideas 
for Programs’’ and ““Things to Do.” 

The State Library has purchased 
on microcard the “‘Boston Transcript 
Genealogical Column,’’ January 1, 
1913-April 30, 1941, and has also 
acquired a microcard reader. The 
Library subscribes to the American 
Genealogical Index, which is just 
beginning its second series, and is 
gearing its purchase of genealogical 
material to indexed titles. As of 
January 1, 1953, our genealogical 
collection numbered 987 volumes, 
including complete files of the D.A.R. 
Lineage Book, New England Histori- 
cal and Genealogical Register, New 
York Genealogical and Biographical 
Record, and South Carolina Histori- 
cal and Genealogical Magazine. 
Volumes in this collection can be 
borrowed on interlibrary loan by 
Florida libraries. 

A publication that should be of in- 
terest to most Florida libraries is 
The Story of the Florida Railroads, 
1834-1903, by George W. Pettingill, 
Jr., of St. Petersburg. It is Bulletin 
86 of The Railway and Locomotive 
Historical Society, Baker Library, 
Harvard Business School, Boston, 
Massachusetts, and can be purchased 
from the Society for $2.00. 

Two recent U.S. government pub- 
licatioms for the reference shelf are 
Insects; The Yearbook of Agriculure, 
1952, and The Indian Tribes of North 
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America (Bureau of American Ethnol- 
ogy Bulletin 145), by John R. Swanton. 
They are available from the U.S. 
Superintendent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, 
D. C., at $2.50 and $3.50, respective- 
ly, or perhaps they could be obtained 


free from your congressman or senator. 


(Continued from page 12) 

“New developments in Magazines for 
School Libraries.’’ She gave evalua- 
tions of several magazines which 
included BULLETIN OF ATOMIC 
SCIENTISTS, SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, 
U.N. WORLD, U.S.NEWS AND WORLD 
REPORT, REPORTER, PEOPLE, 
AND QUICK. Mrs. Martin reminded 
the group that a magazine list is 
included in the STANDARD CATALOG 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
and these are approved by the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians. 
She mentioned definite needs in 
several fields such as a hobby maga- 
zine for girls and a sports magazine 
for boys. There is a pamphlet avail- 
able from the National Council of 
Teachers of English titled “Using 
Periodicals,’’ which can be used to 
advantage by school librarians. Mrs. 
Martin stated that there is a place 
for magazine digests and picture 
magazines in the high school library. 
They can be used for clipping and 
for stimulation of reading magazines 
in general. Magazines should be used 
to their greatest advantage, even if 
this involves classroom circulation. 
Mrs. Martin also mentioned the limited 
use of children’s magazines. 

The business meeting of the Florida 
Association of School Librarians was 
held at the afternoon session of the 
conference. The meeting was called 
to order by the chairman, Audrey 
Newman, at 2:05 P.M. The chairman 
introduced the following officers and 
committee chairmen who were present. 

New Officers 
Treasurer — Phoebe Sudlow 
Corresponding Secretary — Lucille 
Cotten 
Chairman of New Bibliographies — 
Mrs. Margaret Sewell 
Chairman of Florida High School 


Library Council — Elaine 
Woodard 

Chairman of Materials Centers — 
Frances Hatfield 




































Chairman of Membership — Phoebe § F,E 
Sudlow pure 
Chairman of F.E.A. Arrangements — J eon 
Mrs. Rosebud D. Willard Vis 

The Chairman reported that the | bor 
executive meeting called in Gaines. | 5*#! 
ville in November was for the purpose | ¢ 
of planning with the Audio-Visual | 
Group arrangements for the meetings | 21- 
at F.E.A. She added that the Board } F-! 
had requested Miss May Pearce of { 
the University of Florida to repre- § 12 
sent this Association at A.A.S.L. in T 
February. P.I 
In response to the call for Committee f 
reports, Elaine Woodard, chairman of } °' 
Florida High School Library Council, | *4 
introduced Gordon Speed, President He 
of the Florida High School Library Th 
Association who gave a very fine | ™° 
report on the district meetings of his é 
group. He urged librarians to encourage : 
their student assistants to become § P® 
affiliated with the state organization, | ™ 
He announced that the meeting of Sc 
F.H.S.L.A. would be April 24-26, at |‘ 
the Methodist Camp in Leesburg and Sc 
that dues should be paid to Jack | L 
Winstead, Putnam High School, | H 
Palatka, Florida, not later than ti 
February 20. it 
Membership Committee Chairman, 





Phoebe Sudlow asked for suggestions 
on how to contact librarians for mem- 
bership. Mrs. Alice Pearce suggested 
that a representative from each county 
assume responsibility for securing a 
list of librarians in their respective 
county and that a directory be com- 
piled. Mrs. Margaret Sewell followed 
with a motion that such a list be com- 
piled and that it be revised at the 
beginning of each school year. This 
motion, seconded by Mrs. Rosebud 
Willard, carried. 

The progress report of the Commit- 
tee on Elementary School Libraries, 
that Mrs. Pilson sent called attention 
to the two articles which have ap- 
peared in the F.E.A, Journal and told 
of the work being done to promote 
elementary school libraries in Dade 
County. Mrs. Alice Pearce added that 
this report is being used in national 
meetings. 













Marguerite Warner, Chairman of the 
Committee on Junior College Libraries 
sent a report of the work of her con~ 
mittee. 


Rosebud Willard, Chairman of the 
Florida Libraries 
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F.E.A, arrangements, urged the early 
purchase of tickets to the joint lunch- 
eon of the Librarians and Audio- 
Visual Group to be held at the Hills- 
boro Hotel, Friday, March 20. She 
stated thatthe business meeting would 
be on the Tampa University Campus 
in the old ballroom, Saturday, March 
21. The Chairman added that the 
F.E.A. Journal would carry an article 
on the plans for the meetings in 
Tampa. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 
P.M. 

Dr. Louis Shores presided at the 
evening session and a challenging 
address was delivered by Dr. Frances 
Henne from the University of Chicago. 
The address was titled ‘‘New Develop- 
ments in School Library Service” and 
discussion followed the address. 

Saturday morning brought forth a 
panel discussion on “New Develop- 
ments in the American Association of 
School Librarians.” The Chairman of 
this group discussion was Miss Fannie 
Schmitt, and assisting her were Miss 
Laura K. Martin and Dr. Frances 
Henne. The purpose of the organiza- 
tion, its duties and responsibilities, 
its financial status, and its possibili- 
ties were all brought out during the 
discussion. 

At 11:30, Miss Fannie Schmitt from 
the Alabama State Department of 
Education gave a talk on “‘Ways to 
use your State School Library Con- 
sultant.” A discussion followed and 
forthe conclusion of the meeting, Mrs. 
Alice Pearce gave a summary of the 
conference. 

The conference committee consisted 
of Mrs. Alice Pearce, Chairman, Dr. 
T. Q Srygley, Dr. Louis Shores, and 
Mrs. T. Q. Srygley. 


(Continued from page 16) 

One of our sales representatives 
tells this one — 

He called on a librarian one day 
and found her greatly upset because 
she had just ruined her recording for 
a radio broadcast concerning library 
work. She had to have it in the mail 
by 1:00 P.M. for tomorrow’s radio 
program and it was almost noon by 
then. 

The Gaylord representative was 
pressed into service in a dramatic 
role and they recorded a_ stirring 
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drama entitled, ‘“The Great Book- 
maker.’’ The Librarian played two 
parts and the commentator and the 
salesman portrayed three different 
male parts. Without even a rehearsal 
the broadcast turned out quite well. 

His comment was, “‘I fully realize 
that we are supposed to render all 
service possible to our customers but 
where do we stop?’’. 

An unusual letter was received 
from a librarian recently, telling how 
much she likes “Magic-Mend,’’ our 
plastic adhesive for homework. She 
says she uses a dab of this adhesive 
for anchoring ribbons and flowers on 
hats, braid on lampshades, loosened 
material on belts and attaching braid 
when making summer hats. 

Here’s an interesting request that 
we received from a “live-wire”’ 
librarian — 

Could you send us some pictures of 
your book truck for publicity pur 
poses? Just the pix would be helpful, 
but it would be nicer if the truck 
were filled with books with maybe a 
handsome interne could be hovering 
around (not that I ever saw one); 
or maybe a staff member could be 
handing a om toa Benes - Distinc- 


COMPTON'S 


for 


THE BEST ENCYCLOPEDIA 
VALUE EVER 


Compton's Pictured Encyclopedia has always 
been the favorite among librarians, 
and students - another big year of continuous 
building has gone into the 1953 to make it an 
even better and finer source of reference. 


Further enriched and expanded by 501 new or 
extensively revised articles - 1069 new pic- 
tures, maps, graphs - half a million words of 


newly written text. 


Give your boys and girls immediate advantage 
of this finest of encyclopedias -for full particu- 


lars, write: 


Earle M. Black, District Manager 
F, E. COMPTON & COMPANY 


317 Minorca Ave 


tion’’! 

We'll have to contact our California 
office and have them take some 
photos in Hollywood, in order to fill 
this request. 

The ‘other day we received a check 
dated 1949 that was originally sent 
as a refund on an order, to a library 
in Hangchow, China. The writer 
asked to have a new check issued 
since the original one had never been 
cashed. 

The instructions were to send the 
new check to an address in Peking, 
China. No explanation was given. 


Take the Long View in Planning 
is Remington Rand’s Tested Advice 


To be successful tomorrow as well 
as today, the new or modernized li- 
brary must be planned with a long 
range view clearly in mind as to the 
type and volume of services it may 
be called upon to perform ten, twenty 
or even fifty years from now. 

Many factors, of course, are impos 
sible to predict. But this much is 
certain — by demanding finest quality 
in every item of furniture or 
equipment. . .by choosing units with 
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(Continued from page 25) 
clean, simple, functional lines. . .by 
goiag to a responsible source for 
technical advice in library planning. . . 
your library can avoid countless 
disappointments over the years and 
save many a dollar in the bargain. 
A wealth of library planning ex- 
perience is available for the asking, 
the Library Bureau of Remington Rand 
reminds us. Their specialists have 
thousands of actual “‘case histories’’ 
at their fingertips, of library prob- 
lems successfully solved. Many of 
these are current instances, and il- 
lustrate dramatically the application 
of latest technological developments 
in equipment. Others date way back 
in Library Bureau’s history and em- 
phasize the soundness of numerous 
traditional ideas which, having stood 
the test of time thus far, will undoubt- 
edly be with us for many decades to 
come. 


Slyd-in Shelving Adds New Items to 
Help Librarians Keep Things Tidy 
and Beautiful 


If you haven’t seen a Slyd-In shelf, 
come over to the Florida Libraries 
display in the hospitality suite at 
the Orange Blossom and view one in 
use. It’s a wonderful gadget and news 
from this firm is that several types of 
display units of their design are now 


available. February issue of ALA 


Bulletin under “‘Goods and Gadgets”’ 
calls attention to their book display- 
ers. The March issue of Wilson Li- 
brary Bulletin will carry a full page 
ad showing their tier table displayer, 
and their peg-board displayer under 
the caption “‘Attractive Displays are 
Good Public Relations.’’ We couldn’t 
agree faster. This North Carolina 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Grant 
really know library needs and you 
might take a look at their ad, write 
them for details. We are, candidly, 
most enthusiastic about the shelf 
you will see when you come over our 
way convention time. 


Libraries Are Now Planned 
In Three Dimensions! 
(With Pictures to Prove It) 


As its name implies, the spark that 
fired the enthusiasm for NEW LIFE 
library furniture, is the vitality radie- 
ting from its modern design, its fresh 
color schemes and new ideas, — that 
work, 

One such new idea has just been 
conceived by NEW LIFE’s manv- 
facturers, John E. Sjostrom Company 
of Philadelphia. The idea is applied 
to the firm’s library planning service. 
Called ““Three-dimensional Planning,”’ 
it brings new life to the presentation 
of library layouts, by the simple 
click of a camera. Here’s how: 

From a complete set of accurate, 


library furniture 


- H. BAYLEY 


P. O. Box 1942 
TAMPA 1, FLORIDA 
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Keeping pace with today’s 
concepts of functional design 
in library interiors is one of 
our principal functions. 


May we offer our suggestions 
on how to put New Life in 
your library? 


REPRESENTING IN FLORIDA 
JOHN E. SJOSTROM COMPANY 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


P. K. SMITH & CO. 


326-34 Central Avenue 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 
(Pinellas County) 


half-inch scale models the shelving, 
tables and other required items are 
selected and placed on the individual 
floor plan outlined on a planning 
table. When everything is ship-shape, 
the requirements met and new sug- 
gestions added, photos of the minia- 
ture library are taken from various 
angles. These photos are attached to 
the draftsman’s layout. No delays are 
involved. To the contrary, the pro- 
cedure greatly increases efficiency 
and speed. 


This way the client can see for 
himself how his future library will 
look. It is as if it were already fin- 
ished. No longer must he depend on 
half-imaginations from a_birds-eye- 
view pencil drawing. Now, in addi- 
tion he gets a view of a charming 
room. It is simple, accurate presenta 
tion, with no liberties taken by a 
sketch artist. 

The final touch is the books seen 
on the shelves, the magazines sitting 
in the racks and lying about, — even 
the pretty librarian is there at her 
charging desk, with her inevitable 
box of cleansing tissues. 


EXHIBITORS FOR THE 1953 

CONVENTION IN SARASOTA 
Sort of brothers to our advertisers, 
though many of them we have with us 
only at convention time are our Ex- 
hibitors. Due to the illness of Ben 
Lester who was to have taken over 
Exhibits from Wesley Summers, Paul 
Noon stepped into the breach and be- 
gan rounding up displays late in 
Florida Libraries 
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February. Atthe time we go to press 
23 of his 55 prospects have said yes, 
and that is wonderful percentage for 
anyone’s postage stamps. It would be 
awfully, awfully nice if those of our 
Exhibitors who are not yet advertisers 
in FLORIDA LIBRARIES would sign 
on the dotted line in Sarasota. Li- 
brarians brave enough to attempt it 
might mention this to the gentlemen 
to be assembled. Non-alphabetically, 
here is the list as of mid-March. 
National Library Bindery. Atlanta, 
Georgia. Mr. Zack Haygood. 
Demco Library Supplies. Madison, 
Wisconsin. Mr. H. J. Armson. 
P. F. Collier & Son, Corp. New York 
City. 
Bro-Dart Industries, Newark, N. J. 
Wilcox & Follett Co., Chicago, Ill. 
Dobbs Bros. Bindery Co., St. Augustine 
Bayley’s Laboratory & School Equip- 
ment Agency — for John E. Sjostrom 
Co., Tampa, Florida. 
Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia. 
Remington Rand, Inc. 
Americana Corporation, New York City 
Gaylord Bros., Inc., Syracuse, N.Y. 
Imperial Book Co., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Universal Dixie Co., Jacksonville, Fla. 
Boyertown Body & Equipment Co., 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
H. R. Huntting Co., Springfield, Mass. 
Encyclopedia Brittanica, Chicago, Ill, 
World Book Encyclopedia., Field 
Enterprises, Chicago, Ill. 
Associated Libraries, Philadelphia, 
Penn. 
Doubleday & Co., Garden City, N.Y. 
Gerstenslager Comp any, Wooster, Ohio. 
Art Guild Bindery, Inc., Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 
University of Florida Press, Gaines- 
ville, Florida. 
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pleting four courses of twelve hours 
a student can receive a restricted 
Certificate which qualifies the holder 
to serve as a teacher-librarian in 
elementary and small secondary 
schools. Six additional courses of 
18 semester credits lead to a full 
certificate which qualifies the holder 
in Florida, the Southern States, and 
in most of the other states to serve 
as a full-time librarian in the public 
schools. Forty semester hours, an 
essay, and a comprehensive examina- 
tion are the requirements for the Mas- 
ters degree. The plan of the Library 
School sounds practical for the 
“‘pocket-book-pinched’’ teacher who 
desires to advance in the library field. 
We advise you to inform your friends 
and adquaintenances of the merits of 
the program of Florida State Library 
School, and write SOLTAS up there 
for information. 

PROGRAMS THIS YEAR are to be 
the gift of Universal Dixie Bindery 
whose Ernest R. May, Jr. is surely 
one of the Florida Library Associa- 
tion’s super good friends. This gift 


of our convention programs is a re- 


peat performance and calls for cumule 
tive thanks. Incidentally you might 
ask Mr. May about that colorful and 
highly entertaining plaque some of us 
have seen. Its appeal to the younger 
element is dramatic and it won’t hurt 
us older fry to meditate on its sug- 
gestion. 


RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE 
MIAMI BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 


The Reference Department of the 
Miami Beach Public Library has been 
very busy of late sorting their Florida 
material, particularly as it pertains 
to Miami Beach. All books of interest 
to the general reader have been put 
in the circulating library. Books 
whose use is limited primarily to the 
research student are still under the 
care of the Reference Department to- 
gether with many pictures and momen- 
tos of early Miami Beach. An exhibi- 
tion of pictures showing the growth 
of the Beach from the early nineteen 
hundreds to the present time was 
assembled for the ‘“‘Home Show” 
recently held at the city Auditorium. 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 
SEND FOR OUR NEW 1953 LIST OF 


SPRING 
JUVENILES 


AND OUR MANY OTHER SPECIALTIES 


Unitext * 


Preprimers @ 


Landmark Books 
Flat Picture Books 


Boy Scout Merit Badge Series 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER SPECIALTIES 


Our Florida Representative, Mr. Ray Collins, 
will be calling on you soon 


WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. 


1255 S. Wabash Avenue 


Chicago 5, Illinois 
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Miami Public Library News 


The Miami Public Library’s activi- 
ties are growing more and more varied, 
as it grows older and as the season 
progresses. 


The Public Services Department 
under Mrs. Glen Cass is busier than 
ever. Two new professional librarians 
have been added to the Reference 
Division, Miss Mary Drue Fann and 
Miss Geraldine Grundy, and Richard 
Newman a recent graduate of the Li- 
brary School at Florida State Univer- 
sity. We have added our first Spanish 
speaking professional librarian to the 
catalog department, Josephine Mayol 
of Havana, Cuba. 

More and more interesting displays 
are being presented as Miami citizens 
become more and more interested in 
the library. Sholem Asch loaned 
material, including menorans and rare 
books for Jewish Book Week. Materials 
given to the library by Mrs. Marie 
Volpe to the Florida Author Collec- 
tion, including the manuscript of her 
book Arnold Volpe, andthe manuscript 
of his first and last compositions 
were also displayed during Jewish 
Music Week. Rare pictures of early 
Miami Beach were loaned by Mrs. 
Jane Fisher, wife of the late Carl 


Fisher when he was building Miami 
Beach. 


Manuscript, galleys, photographs 
and other materials connected with 
the publication of Sara Jenkins new 
book The Happy People released 
February 16th, are now being dis- 
played. Because of the great demand 
for seats for programs, (our auditorium 
seats only 300) much experimenting 
has been done in order to facilitate 
the handling of the crowds, and to 
make things easiest for both the staff 
and patrons. The final (we hope) ar- 
rangement is admission by ticket only 
which may be obtained several days 
before the day of the program. The 
program See the World in 12 Days, 
travel films about every country in 
the world starting with South America 
going through the Caribbean, the 
United States, the Pacific, India, 
Africa, Europe, Alaska, Canada and 
ending up with films on Florida and 
Miami, is now on two nights instead 
of one, and we still turn people away. 

The Author Nights have been very 
successful. More people have asked 
for tickets, than we could satisfy. 
Tickets for Philip Wylie’s program 
(he made one of his rare appearances) 
were especially in demand. This 
evening, in which Mr. Wylie explained 
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See them in the NEW No. 53 Catalog — 
On Display at the Convention in Sarasota! 


FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVE 
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417 West 26th Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Gaslord 


SYRACUSE e« 


Page Twenty-Eight 


~* 
LTTE 


een en a. 


for the first time himself as a writer, 
was very successful. Theodore Pratt’s 
evening in which he, Bob Lynn, TV 
and radio personality and Faris 
Cowart, a local actor, (both of whom 
appeared in the movie version of The 
Barefoot Mailman), will read from 
Mr. Pratt’s new outdoor drama The 
Land of Florida. Tickets were all 
distributed the first day that they 
were available. 


Clearwater writes . . . 

The biggest news from Clearwater 
is that we have finally moved into 
the new juvenile room that’s been 
“in the make” for so long. We had 
to do some “unorthodox” things like 
shelves from the floor to ceiling and 
and like leaving the children to fend 
for themselves most of the time, but 
we still feel happy to have accom- 
plished the main feat. It’s a room 
equipped to house the present stock 
of juvenile books and other materials 
very nicely, with a little to spare for 
the accumulated new juvenile books 
we have not dared to process for the 
shelves because there was no place 
for them. There is floor space for 
additional shelving when the need 
for it comes. The lighting is excep- 
tionally good and jalousies at the 
windows lend themselves well to ad- 
justment for light, air, rain protection 
and privacy. Since part of the table 
accommodation is provided by small 
individual desks built in at the win- 
dows the adjustable feature to the 
jalousies is especially good. 

The Safety Harbor Library, sponsored 
by the very active Civic Club, re- 
ports that the city of Safety Harbor 
now contributes two-hundred dollars 
annually to the support of the library. 
Most of that money goes toward the 
purchase of new books. An individual 
contributor gives five dollars each 
month to be used in purchasing chil- 
dren’s books. 

They report also that their circula- 
tion this year is by far their largest 
so far and that their membership is 
growing rapidly. 

Has anyone seen that new POCKET- 
BOOK publication called “Discovery” 
. . « Well, one of the editors is Vance 
Bourjaily and he’s none other than 
our own Barbara Larkin’s son, so as 
Barbara says “wave a friendly paw 
in his direction, won’t you?’’. 
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(Continued from page 6) 

we would like to follow up the limited 
instruction of the orientation unit 
with more attention to individual 
courses, when the instructor has 
reached a stage where intensive 
library use becomes necessary. Such 
a program would require active inter- 
est on the part of the faculty, and 
would involve more library staff 
time. Such time spent with class 
groups, however, should be well re- 
paid in more effective use of library 
resources, 


FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Louise Richardson, Librarian 

As to the importance of giving 
freshmen some help, I feel that it 
is most essential, egpecially when 
many of them come from small schools 
where the libraries are inadequate 
and the classification system very 
simple. Often when freshmen come 
to a large library such as ours, they 
feel entirely lost. For a long time 
we have known that we should do 
more by way of instruction to in- 
coming freshmen; but it is impossible 
for the staff, already heavily loaded, 
to take over the job of teaching even 
for six or eight weeks each semester. 

At present we have a tour of the 
library during orientation week which 
lasts about 50 minutes. The freshmen 
come in groups of 75. We explain the 
catalog to them at the catalog. Then 
we take them to the Reference Room 
where the arrangement of books and 
our service there are explained. 
Next they go to the Periodical Room 
where the collection and service are 
explained. They also go to the stacks 
merely to see what they are like. 
Then we take them to our Reserve 
Book Reading Room where consider- 
able information is given to them as 
to the purpose of reserve books and 
how they may get to these books. 
In the freshmen English classes 
there are some periods devoted to 
the library. The thoroughness of this 
instruction is entirely in the hands 
of the English Department. Basic 
teference books are introduced to 
the freshmen with questions on them. 
Special emphasis is laid on encyclo- 
pedias, dictionaries, and such rela 
tively simple tools as the World 
Almanac. 

We find that even our “‘tours’’ make 
March, 1953 


the freshmen feel more at home and 
more willing to ask questions when 
they begin their classes. 


UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
Lillian M. Seaberg, 
Assistant in charge, 
University College Reading 
Room 


Library lessons are a part of fresh- 
man English, as exercises requiring 
the use of the card catalog and refer 
ence tools are given in the work 
book and syllabus for freshman 
English, and questions based on the 
use of the library included in the 
examination. 

The library’s part in the program 
comes in the third to fifth week in 
two class sessions. In the first 
session, classes of about thirty each 
come to the library with their English 
instructors. Half the class goes to a 
seminar room where the English in- 
structor explains the use of about 
twelve of the most used reference 
books. A librarian, usually a member 
of the Reference staff, introduces 
the second half of the class to the 
services of the library, especially 
emphasizing the use of the card cata- 

DOMME 


log and methods of locating and 
checking out materials. At mid-hour 
the sections are changes. 

The following week, large groups 
of approximately 800 students meet 
in the University Auditorium. Mr. 
West talks to them of the library in 
their college career, after which they 
are shown slides of the library with 
an accompanying lecture. A “‘Library 
Handbook for Students’’ is given out 
at this time. (This is one of the 
most attractive handbooks I have 
ever seen — printed with very ef- 
fective spacing on slick paper; com 
plete with bold face headings, ex- 
amples, table of contents, all wrapped 
in a green and white cover having a 
map of the whole campus with main 
and departmental libraries circled.) 

I consider this program but an open- 
ing wedge in our efforts to teach our 
new students to use the library. 
University College students are 
urged to ask questions. We keep up 
with their assignments and problems 
through the entire year, gathering 
materials on specific subjects and 
acting in an advisory capacity. Dis- 
plays are sometimes devised to teach 
use of reference tools. 
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In addition to instructing the fresh- 
men, the members of the Reference 
Department lecture to a number of 
upper class and graduate groups. 
among them classes in statistics, 
engineering, physical education, 
military, entomology, and education. 
The Chemistry Librarian is now teach- 
ing the course in Chemical Literature, 
and assistance is given to faculty 
teaching other professional literature 
classes. 

As for my personal views on the 
subject, I believe our methods of 
library orientation and instruction 
could be improved, and we are on the 
alert for new and better ways to 
handle this problem. We regard it as 
one of our most important functions 
to inspire a feeling for the need of 
the library beyond the required read- 
ing for formal courses and to impart 
some idea as to where to find answers 
to future questions. 


UNIVERSITY OF TAMPA 


Lucy Lanphear, 
Assistant to the Librarian 


Our first approach through a series 
of lectures given in the freshmen 
English classes proved unsatisfac- 
tory. In 1950 we secured administra- 
tive approval of a one hour, one 
semester, credit course in Library 
Science to be required of all freshmen, 
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announces an adjustable Shelf Partitioe 
Unit. 


Designed especially for phonograph rec- 
ords, pamphlets, periodicals & large flat 
juveniles. 
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Write for complete descriptive folder. 
$11.95 (with 5 partitions) 
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SLYD-IN SHELVING 
500 Woodlawn Ave. Greensboro, N.C. 


taught by the library staff. I have 
enjoyed teaching this course for the 
past three years, and count it part of 
my most profitable work. Students 
come back time after time to tell me 
how much the course has helped them 


in their other courses. 
One serious problem is registra- 


tion; many freshmen become sopho- 
mores before they learn of the re- 
quirement. Another difficulty is the 
failure of the faculty to follow-up 
with assignments which require the 
use of research techniques. 

I have tried several methods, and 
have yet to arrive at one I consider 
good enough to adopt permanently. 
One semester we did a complete term 
paper which made a unified project; 
but necessitated omitting valuable 
reference books and caused some 
unhappiness in the English depart- 
ment. 

Next, a research essay on one per 
son was the main unit. This seems to 
be the most successful method to 
date, since it leaves time for indivi- 
dual work on arrangement, card cata- 
log, periodical indexes, reference 
materials, research techniques and 
bibliographical forms. After the initial 
introduction, the essay brings the new 
knowledge into focus and gives 


practical experience in library usage. 


I have tried three different text- 
books with various degrees of satis- 
faction. Zaidee Brown’s Library Key 
seemed rather detailed; Hook and 
Gaver’s Research Paper emphasized 
theme proceedure but has many de- 
sirable features; Aldrich’s Using 
Books and Libraries seems to be 
most adequate for our purpose, but 
many of the examples are confusing 
to the students. 

Last year we had a very compact 
library manual of three pages giving 
rules, privileges, main indexes, a 
selected list of reference books, and 
an example bibliography. Next year 
we hope to ampl*fy this into a 12 
page, notebook-size pamphlet which 
will be a study guide for the course 
in library science and also serve as 
a library manual forthe whole student 
body. 

The course is not the perfect 
answer: too many students are missed, 
it undoubtedly lacks individual moti- 
vation, and the felt need often comes 
after the course is completed; but we 


feel that it has more than justified 
its existence and would fight to 
keep it in the curriculum. 
SAMPSON LIBRARY 
STETSON UNIVERSITY 
Charlotte A. Smith, 
Librarian 

During the last fifteen years several 
methods of instruction in teaching the 
use of the library have been used. 

At one time there was a non-credit 
course, given twice a week for one 
semester, which was required for 
graduation. When the library staff 
was reduced just before the war this 
was discontinued, 

During the war when enrollments 
were small, instruction for a short 
period (about an hour) was given to 
a large group in the Reading Room 
of the library during the Orientation 
program. This method was discarded 
because we found that the students 
had a great deal to learn during this 
week, and that since they felt no 
definite need for detail at this time 
they forgot most of what they heard. 

Later, a Library Open House was 
held at night during Orientation 
Week. At this time Student Advisors 
were asked to bring their freshmen 
over and show them about the Reading 
Room. A point was made of explain- 
ing afew facts about the card catalog 
and showing the student how to 
check out a book. This was followed 
by an hour with each section in 
Freshman English in which the 
Librarian explained troublesome prob- 
lems. A LIBRARY GUIDE was dis- 
tributed to all students during this 

(Continued, cqlumn 1, page 31) 


(Continued from page 7) 

The attractive building and con- 
venient location have attracted an 
ever increasing number of both winter 
visotors and local citizens, who keep 
the staff busy with a steady stream 
of reference questions, and an in- 
crease of over fifty per-cent in book 
circulation. 

Among those on hand to greet the 
hundreds of visitors on opening day, 
probably proudest of all was Miss 
Flossie Hill, who had been a member 
of the first Fort Myers Library Board, 
and is still an active and loyal mem- 
ber. Particularly for her, it was a 
dream come true. 
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class period. When the student body 
became larger and it was necessary 
to use the library for registration 
this method was discarded, in spite 
of the fact that the library staff liked 
this type of instruction. 

At this time a more elaborate pro- 
gram was worked out with the English 
Department. During the Freshman 
English Course two hours were al- 
lotted to the Library for instruction. 
The first came during the first few 
weeks of school so that students 
might have sufficient information for 
checking out a book. Use of the 
LIBRARY GUIDE was continued. 
The second hour was given at the 
time when a Research Paper was 
written. Detailed information regard- 
ing the encyclopedias, card catalog 
and periodical indexes were included 
in this lecture. This plan was used 
for several years and was fairly 
satisfactory. It was noted, however, 
that all students do not need the 
same amount of instruction, and |all 
professors do not feel that this much 
time can be given to formal instruc- 
tion. 

As a result of the observations 
noted above, a system of informal 
instruction was tried. A LIBRARY 
HANDBOOK, a small pamphlet giving 
a minimum of necessary information, 
was distributed during registration, 
THE LIBRARY GUIDE, together 
with a letter of explanation, was 
sent to all new students as soon as 
possible during the year. In addition 
to this, an information desk, manned 
by an advanced student or young 
clerical assistant, was set up in the 
Reading Room. Here simple questions 
were answered and elementary in- 
struction was given. In addition, an 
appointment for instruction by a mem- 
ber of the professional staff could 
be made for those desiring further 
information. This method had been 
found highly satisfactory. Unfortu- 
nately, some students who need the 
instruction most do not receive it, 
and a large staff is required if the 
information desk is to be covered 
every hour that the library is open. 

This year one hour from the Orien- 
tation Program was used. The Student 
Library Committee assisted with this 
program, which was given at a time 
when all new students were requested 
to be present. The LIBRARY GUIDE 
March 1953 


was distributed, and by means of a 
skit the students emphasized the 
points which the new student needed 
to know in order to use the library 
successfully. Since the textbook 
used in Communications included a 
good chapter on the library, further 
instruction was given by the teacher. 
The library staff stood by to assist 
if needed. 


(Continued from page 5) 
granted. Information Please Almanac 
is now a runner-up in popularity. 

Yearbooks which will supplement 
sets of encyclopedias already in a 
reference collection are valuable 
additions to keep them up-to-date; 
however, the Americana Yearbook 
would be a worthwhile purchase in 
itself because its coverage is so 
complete. 

The Statistical Abstract of the 
United States gives more than value 
received in the use it is given. As 
a publisher, Uncle Sam has given us 
some excellent references in the 
Department of Agriculture Yearbooks— 
expecially the one Insects which 
came out in 1952. Often the Congress- 
man will send his district library the 
yearbook, as well as the Congres- 
sional Directory — just for the asking. 
An indispensable aid to giving recent 
information on the government — its 
organization, activities and officials— 
is the U. S. Government Organiza- 
tional Manual which costs only $1.00. 

The Economic Almanac, as its title 
implies, gives useful facts about 
business, labor and government in 
the United States and other areas. 
Should the Statesman’s Yearbook. be 
considered a luxury item, the librar 
ian must consider that it is by far 
the most comprehensive manual of 
descriptive and statistical informa- 
tion about all countries of the world 
that one can find. The South American 
Handbook furnishes aid on geography, 
travel and odd bits of information 
for a nominal cost. 


The Literary Market Place and the 
Writers’ Handbook will satisfy most 
inquiries for publishers’ addresses, 
book clubs, and awards; the potential 
author always. finds these helpful. 

Wise selection can be made with 
the assistance of aids like the A.L.A. 
Booklist, Library Journal, Publishers’ 
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Weekly, the accepted book reviewing 
periodicals. If the librarian carefully 
weighs the merits of reference pur 
chases in relation to the demands 
made on the library, that precious, 
dollar should go as far as it is pos 
sible to make it stretch. 

The questions listed in the Special 
Reference Section in the December 
1952 issue, of the Florida Libraries 
were answered by no one. Therefore, 
we sent out postals asking the final 
questions of the Reference Question- 
naire which was sent out prior to 
last year’s Florida Library Associa- 
tion convention. 

1. What is your policy on the use 

of magazine materials? 

ANSWERS: Grace H. Kreitzberg, 
Acting Librarian at Delray Beach 
Library, Delray Beach, Florida. 
“‘Current Magazines are for Reference 
only. The older issues are loaned 
for two weeks. Yearly stacks are’ 
kept on file, and stack magazines 
may be borrowed two weeks.”’ 

Helen O’Connell, Librarian, Brock- 
way Memorial Library, Miami, Florida. 
“Circulation magazines circulate 
from subject positions — remainder is 
for reading room use only.”’ 


W. A. Aughe, Librarian, Ft. Lauder 


dale Public Library, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida. “We circulate magazines 
for one week. We encourage the use 
of magazine material and help our 
patrons to find material.’ 

Inez Sondahl, Librarian, Miami 
Beach, Florida. ‘‘All magazine mate- 
rial bound or unbound may be used 
in library only. (Rare exceptions are 
made to this rule where the need 
seems great).”’ 

Edith Hogue, Librarian, The Memo- 
rial Library, West Palm Beach, Florida. 
“Magazines are circulated for one 
week. That is the magazines we do 
not keep. Those we keep on file are 
not circulated.” 

Josephine Peabody, Librarian, 
Pompano Beach Public Library, 
Pompano Beach, Florida. “The 
magazines are circulated for a period 
of two weeks. So far the Library has 
not had any magazines bound but the 
back numbers of most of the magazines 
the Library subscribes to are kept.’’ 

2. Do you hold Reference material 

until patrons call for it? 

ANSWERS: Grace H. Kreitzberg, 
Acting Librarian at Delray Beach 
Public Library, Delray Beach, Florida. 
*‘We hold reference material until 
patrons call for it (fora limited time). , 
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Helen O’Connell, Librarian, Brock. 
way Memorial Library, Miami, Florida, 
“Yes — with reserve limitations, in 
other words for two to three days 
only.”’ 

W. A. Aughe, Librarian, Ft. Lauder 
dale Public Library, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida. “Yes, we hold reference 
material until patrons call for it.” 

Inez Sondahl, Librarian, Miami 
Beach Public Library, Miami Beach, 
Florida. ‘With some discretion — 
yes.” 

Edith Hogue, Librarian, The Memo- 
rial Library, West Palm Beach, Florida, 
“‘We hold reference material for a 
certain time. We specify that it will 
be held until the next night or next 
morning, etc.”’ 

Josephine Peabody, Librarian, 
Pompano Beach Public Library, 
Pompano Beach, Florida. ‘The 
materials used for reference are kept 
as long as the patron had need for 
them. Not being a college town there 
is not much of a demand for this type 
of service. Most of the materials are 
used by High School students for 
writing term papers.”’ 

3. Do you answer questions over 

the telephone or by mail? 

ANSWERS: Grace H. Kreitzberg, 
Actong Librarian at Delray Beach 
Public Library, Delray Beach, Flori- 
da. “We do answer questions over 
the phone and by mail if at all pos- 
sible.” 

Helen O’Connell, Librarian, Brock- 
way Memorial Library, Miami, Florida, 
“Yes, by telephone.” 

W. A. Aughe, Librarian, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, Florida. “Yes, we answer refer- 
ence questions both over the phone 
and by mail.”’ 

Inez Sondahl, Librarian, Miami 
Beach Public Library, Miami Beach, 
Florida. “We answer questions both 
by phone and by mail.”’ 

Edith Hogue, Librarian, The Memo- 
rial Library, West Palm Beach, Flori- 
da. “Yes, we answer questions over 
the phone and by mail also.”’ 

Josephine Peabody, Librarian, Pon 
pano Beach, Florida. ““The Library 
does not have a telephone. Having 
only a part time assistant it would be 
impossible to answer reference ques 
tions in this way. All reference ques- 
tions are answered when the patron 






comes to the library.” 


Florida Libraries 


'—[— SoS = 


~~ ms a he anwpe ene 8B ae me ef a 6a 


Ck 
ida, 
, in 


agencies the possibility of further in- 
tegration and coordination of effort. 
While the problems of school, public, 
academic, and special libraries differ 
in professional detail the common goal 
of extending library facilities to all 
the people of Florida and to the whole 
gamut of interests from pre-school to 
post-graduate should provide the bond 
of unity necessary to librarianship and 
libraries in this profession of ours if 
it is to take its place in the community 
of professions. 


Point Nine: Professional Organization 


The number of practicing librarians 
in Florida is not large when compared 
to the numbers in other professions 
such as teaching, medicine, law, 
engineering. If we tend to divide our 
selves into school, public, special 
and academic librarians our separated 
voices will be even less audible in the 
community. The F.L.A. can strengthen 
itself and the cause of libraries by 
providing within its organization 
structure enough flexibility to permit 
all library workers regardless of their 
present special interests to work cree 
tively both with their fellow librarians 
and with their colleagues in whatever 
community they serve. 

To that end the F.L.A. should now 
appoint an activities committee charged 
with the responsibility of reviewing the 
organization and activities of the 
Florida Library Association and of 
studying the aims and organizations 
of other library and related professional 
workers’ associations in the state, 
such as the F.E.A. School Librarians’ 
Section, the F.E.A. Audio-Visual 
Section, Florida Association of School 
Libraries, Florida State Library Asso- 
ciation with a view to exploring the 
possibility of an overall state organiza- 
tion or federation of professional 
workers concerned with any phase of 
library materials and services. It 
should also encourage local profession- 
al organizations on the county level 
with a view to establishing chapter 
affiliations with the F.L.A. 


Point Ten: Negro Library Service 


The state of Florida has given ample 
evidence of its desire to provide equal 
educational opportunity for both white 
and colored citizens. The F.L.A, can 

(Continued on page 34) 
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THE LIBRARIAN ATTENDS THE CONVENTION 


The University for the Profession 


Conventions, for altruistic and personal reasons, cry for our at- 
tendance. The conventions of the past created the American Library 
Association, the Southeastem Library Association, and the Florida 
Library Association. These associations have been of outstanding 
service to libraries and librarians. They have endorsed and financed 
journals, research projects, and various library aids. The American 
Library Association has published such diverse works as the ALA 
Catalog Rules, E. W. McDiarmid’s The Library Survey, and the Clas- 
sification and Pay Plans. In addition to strengthening the American 
Library Association, The Southeastern Library Association and the 
Florida Library Association have had their own projects. The Florida 
Library Association during the nineteen twenties was largely respon- 
sible for the establishment of the State library at Tallahassee. The 
Southeastern Library Association has at the present time over twenty- 
five committees which are initiating studies and programs to strengthen 
education institutions of the South. The effectiveness of these asso- 
ciations is based upon the support given them at conventions. 


The pleasant social aspects may appear to be the main contribu- 
tions of a few hurried meetings at the convention, but more concrete 
contributions are always available. By joining with others of the pro- 
fession at the meetings, an individual feels that he is an integral 
part of a dedicated service organization which is striving to lift the 
cultural plane of his community. By this union with others, members 
can advance to heights of greater professional standards. 

It is here, atthe convention, that one meets the energetic cultivated 
minds of the profession. A synthesis of the many proposals can be 
made, and the librarian can leave the convention a more valuable 
servant to his patrons. New solutions may be applied to his present 
tasks or stored for future use. In a real sense the convention is the 
university for the profession. 
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(Conclusion of Doctor Shores’ 
article.) 


do no less and will continue to sup- 
port the extension of library oppor. 
tunities to the Negroes of Florida so 
that the full goal of library service 
for all of the people of Florida may 
be attained as speedily and as har. 
moniously as possible. 


Point Eleven: Inter-State Cooperation 


Florida is a member of the Southeast 
region, a state in the Union, and a 
good neighbor to the Latin American 
peoples in the Caribbean. The F.L.A. 
should continue its professional par- 
ticipation in both the Southeastern 
Library Association and in the American 
Library Association. The F.L.A. should 
also explore its possible relationship 
with other national organizations, in 
cluding the S.L.A. and various divi- 
sions of the A.L.A. Particular attention 
should be paid to Florida’s contiguous 
areas with a view to closer coopere 
tion during the next.few years. To the 
north, Georgia and Alabama have close- 
ly related library interests. A tri-state 
conference might open new avenues 
of inter-state cooperation mutually 
beneficial. To the South are Cuba and 
other Caribbean neighbors who have 
already indicated a desire to work 
more closely with Florida in profes 
sional library matters. A joint Cube 
Florida conference at first, followed 
later by a broader Caribbean conference 
might well lead to the extension of the 
good neighbor policy in an area of 
professional achievement that might 
well contribute significantly to world 
understanding. 

In support of these eleven points 
we must have a strong, continuing 
public relations program. Once our 
program is understood by the voters 
generally our crusade for better library 
service in every arta will win working 
recruits. No cause, profoundly though 
it may contribute to public welfare 
can confine understanding of its 
purposes to its trained exponents 
and succeed in any real sense of the 
word. To tell the library story is an 
obligation and a privilege for every 
group working to implement this elev- 
en point program. Opportunity speaks #& 
to us today as never before. 1 am com © 
fident of the answer we shall make 
in the years ahead, 
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